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I's HE Author of this 
Fl 


Diſcourſe , berg 
defired to Preach, 
it a place where he 'was, 
om home; He recol- 
ected the Sermon Which 
Ve had laſt delivered '#*# 
+ own Congregation, aneſ+ > 
de uſe of that, It feems' ; 
A 3 


there Were preſent Wh( 
chanced to miſtake hi 


meaning 2# ſome L 
z0t inconſiderable. T o ſa- 
tisfie ſome of thoſe, het 
writ down the Diſcourſe! 
While 'twas yet freſh in hit 
memory , intending it for 
the ſight of two or three, 
by whom he was ſo unhap-? 
Py as to be miſappre-iX 
hended; Before thoſe went 
out of his hands, 1 had,} 
accidentally > light of ; 
them 1# his Chamber, 
and thought the ) might 
be Very. fit for . the. pub-) 


11que} 


que view, 0 Which | 
defired they might be ex- 
"PO ed. cc ehe Sub- 
Fect zs great, and grave; 
: 2nd the Diſcourſe , In my 
7 adement, grves 4 very 
Tlear and intelligible ac- 
Tormt of the real difficul- 
Ries of Religion, axd the 
avay to overcome them: 
worth which are too uſually 
bandled in Phraſes ad: 
KConfuſions, By Which # 
vil appear, that thyſe 
whom ſome are pleaſed in 

corn, to call the Ratio- 
mal Divines, do not make: 
Aa4 the 
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the way to. Thover [1 
- 6s thoſe fe ; 


| The, tr E] 


repreſent it ſo as boi 
FH bath done to their 7] 
hands, 


es which, | found 
1 nk Diſcourſe, a very | 
plain and practicable me- i 
thod to att by, in order | 
r0. ones 'being good and 


happy ; even ſuch a 'one as | 
ſeems to me very apt to\ 


mcourage '0x7 endeavours, 
a \eherly and ſafely to 
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lire&t vs i them, Foy it 
s wot made up of Meta- 
hors, or dark Generals, 
@&r diſputable Notions , or 
$:4merous confuſed Parti- 
Talars: - But of - things 
WFairly to be underſtood, 
Hd certainly fo be pra- 
Etiſed, and eafly to be 
Femembred : and ſuch as 
Wrend all to the perfeftion 
of our natures, I thonght 
walſo that many confidera- 
Eble things 7 Religion 
mere ſtated very ſenſibly 
and clearly in theſe Pa- 
pers, and a ground lara 
fo 3 


The Publiſher | 
to delryer the minds off 
men from many vain and 
unſound A otrons , which % 
baye much perverted and 
depraved the true, ſober, Yi 
practical Dryimty, q 
2 

But the chiefeſt thing ©; 
for which I defied its 
Publication, Was, pur F 
it ſo plainly and diſtin&t- }: 
ly detects one of the great- 
eſt, moſt popular, and} 
moſt dangerous Impoſtures J 
of 'ou7 age, by diſcovering © 

ll how far the meer Anm-& 
| mal Religion may 20; and 
W how | 


| to-the Reader. 
how little t really /om- 
fies, motwithſlanding its 
F2lorious ſhews and Pre- 
Frences. By this part of 
the Diſcourſe, many may 
ſee how much they have 
Ibeen miſtaken i the opi- 
*n10n of their on Godli- 
ne; and that the things 
Tof which they have Fa, 
#enamoured, have nothing 
= Divine or Supernatural 7 
© them, 1 ſay, for ſuch Rea- 
* ſons, I was deſirous that 
* this Diſcourſe ſhould be 
& publique. T he Author 4t 


firſt Was averſe t0 it, but at. 
length 


mn 
pit D 8-4 I eto 
va #"gratitude for the 
- Lindnefs 'T think, fit to d | 
bim'that right, fo grve this ? 
account of the occaſion #| 
7rs coming abroad. 
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W T hat though this Di conſe ea 

w Tas never written 7) af- 3 

I zer it had been publickly | 

delivered: yet for the ſa- © 
 tisfaftion of thoſe thar 4 

| miſtook it, I aſſure them ® 
Mt from the Author, That here 

| 75 aff that Was ſpoken, and 
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things #up and down are ad- 
E ded, b#t nh that he 
7 knows omitted. _ſhall pre- 
* (wme to ddd 10 OTC, but 
© now remit the Reader t0 
$che Book?! ſelf. "oh 


Willam Allen, 


at ificetions 
Gale 
Ig time. But time > But 3 
1 os introducing habits intraducing of habits © 
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3 My Friend, 
AI Bclieve I needed not heretofore have 


eaken much pains to aflure you 
of the ſincerity of my rriendbp 
ence, and a 


But after ſo long an 
AMtance fo great ; it may, perhaps, be 
'now ſcaſonable ro ſay, That I have ſtill 
"the ſame dearneſs for you. How I might 
xpreſs this in lome inſtance of real kind- 
4 hath been long my care ; and I have 
Sen medirated to ſend you ſomething, 
Shar might ſerve you in your eferne! in- 
"Fereſts ; of theſe } thought moſt, becauſe 
Wey are your chiefeſt, and I know you 
Fer them moſt : And I aminno capa» 
ty of contributing to: your other 'cori-" 
rns. But hitherto, notwithſtanding thoſe 
oughts, my affeRionghath produced no» © _ 
ling but defires and #ptentions. 1 => 5 
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*  . {telyconfidering,with trouble, how mu 
L had been defeated in thoſe purpoſe 
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and how frequently and unhappily div 

red ; whey, it came into my mind, thi 
there was a little Diſcourſe of mine gory 
newly to the Preſs, which TI phancicd yo? 
would nor diſlike, and remembring thi 
the Subje&t was The way of Pappineſ® 

which I as paſſionatcly defirc for you 2 

for my ſelf, It pleaſed me with th 

jus 148 of putting it into your hands 
and ſo, in that way, of conveying my ſe! 
to you; which that 1 might bo , wi 
ſome ſpecial note of a more: than ord 
nary regard, I 'thought of this courſe 0'# 
particular recammendation and dire: 8 
on. The. Book contains things that you 
-have ſometimes heard me Diſcourſe, anF: 
Iam very (defirous that you ſhoulſ? 

. throughly. digeſt, and retain thoſe Not: 
becaule I believe they - will Reed you# 
Norcan I doubt, but that you will e 
deavour to-do ſo, becauſe they are t 
4honghts and councels of 


V 
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Tour moſt conſtant Friend, 
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Lnke XII. 24. 
Frive to enter in at the 
# ſtraight Gate: For many, 
= I jayanto you, ſhall ſeek 
= to enterim, and (ball not ©* 
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INTRODUCTION. 


EA HEN I conſider the good- 
D VAN neſs of God; and the 
ASA merits of his Son, our _ 
bviour; and the Influences of the - 
foly Spirit; and all the «dyanta* 
N | T RES” 
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2” of the Goſpel; Then, certainty ol 
ies Principles, the reaſonableneſs of 


_ ks "duties, the greatneſs of its ends 
the ſutablenef /s of its means, they 


-# of its Rewards, and the Ter) 
rour of its puniſhments ; I ſay, when? 
I conſider theſe , and then look's 
upon Man as a reaſonable Creai 
ture, apprehenſive of Duty, and 
intereſt, and apt to be moved by.© 


hopes and fears , I cannot but won- 
der, and be aſtoniſhe to think | 
hat notwithſtanding all this , the'# 
far greater part of men ſhould #1 
nally” mifcarry , and be undone, 
'Tis poſſible ſome ſuch Conſiderati- 
a15-might-be the occaſion of the; 
f4e/tion pro pounded to) our Sayioul 
in-che verſe immediately. foregoing 
the Text —— Lord, are there Feb 
' that be ſaved? God. is Love, and al 
xs £ ronnees are Hy, and mana 
nobi 
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oble ſort; He is the Lover of Men, 
4 Thou art the Redeemer of Men; 
And though Man hath offended , 
3c God is propenſe to pardon, arid 
IB Thee he is reconciled ; He is de- 
ous of our happineſs, - and Thott 
A come into the world to offer , 
2d promote it; and the Hoy 
Woft is þowerful and ready to aflift 
.ovr indeavours; We were made 
ig happineſs, ' and we ſeek it; 
Abd — Lord, are there Few that. 
- The Text is Chriſt's res 
In to the Queſtion, Strive to ens 
in at the ſtraight Gate ; for many, T 
unto you, will ſeek to enter , and _. 
| not be able. Iri which words FF. 
have three things. _ "9M 
(1) An Anſwer imply; Straight © lh 
the Gate. 
CITI) A duty expreſt, Strive to 
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| * (81) A Conf dexacion to ingage 
our greater care and diligence it 
the Duty ; For many will /eek to en 
ter, and' ſhall not be able, A 
By the Gate we may underſtand 
the entrance, and all the way os 
pineſs, and that is , Religion; 
By the ftraightneſ of it, the Diſf® 
ealties we are to encounter ; BY 
ſtriving, earneſt and vſincere endes 
your : By ſeeking, an imperfet? firs 
ving; And from the words thu 3 
briefly explain'd, Theſe Propoſn » 
ons offer theraſelyes to our Conlil 
TR ; 
] are many and real 
ties m Religion, 74 ln, 
Gate is ſtraigbt. | 
Ul. MF omg map bt 
ſtriving, Serive : 


c xter. 


: II. Thert 


31. There is a ſo2t of ftri- 

Jing that well not pzocure an 

ntrance, For mary will ſeek to 
Inter in, and fhall not be able. 
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CHAP. I. 


IT here are great itficulties is 

* Religion, Rel:2707 18 x0t 

3 hardtobe underſiood.T he 

& Difficulties arzſe(1)from 

* the Depravities of our 
Natures, (2) from the 'In- 
fluences of the ſenſes, (3) 
frem the diſorder of ous 
paſſion, (4) from the pow | 
er of Cuſtom , /; 5) from 2: 
cvil example, and (5) | 


© & The Way | 
from worldly intereſt 
' and ingagements, 1 


SECT. |. 


Begin wich the FIRST in? 
order, viz- That there art : 
many and great difficulties it ; 
Religion; And ro what I han? 
to ſay about ir, I premiſe this ne- ©; 
ve Coplideratin ' Thar the Z 
Diff ficulties of K igion do not lyc A 
in the 'UN RS? "ANDING. Rel 
p$ion-is a plain thing, and eaſie to 
| be underſtood. *'Tis no deep ſubciley,® 
o bigh <viak 'd notion; 'tisno gil-*# 
hancy, or elaborate exerciſe of 

Yain : 'Tis not 'plac'd' in che=s 
++ of. Fmagination , nor wrapihif 
In myſtical cloathing ; Bux *is 
obvious a ye familiar, eafie fie and intel- 
_ z Firſt +p: t by Fiſhermen, 


and 
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| nd Mechanicks, without pomp 
df ſpeech, or height of ſpeculati- 

[ Dn; Faddref to Babes and Plebei- 
? $n heads; and intended to govern 
the wills of the honeſt, and ſincere; 
nd notto exerciſe the wits of the 
Fotional , and curious. So that we 
"heed not mount the wings of the 
Find to fetch Religion from the 
Bars ; nor-go down to the deep to 
*Þcch i #þ from thence; For "tis 


bor 


4 Pith ws, and before ws, 2s open as 
he day, and as familiar as the 
bebe. The great Precepts of the 
oſpel are cloathed in Sun-beams, 
And are as viſible to the common eye; 
3 to the Eagle, upon the higheſt 
Perch. 'Tis no piece of wit or ſubs 
"98 robea Chriſtian, nor will ic 
equire much ſtudy, or learned re- 
irement to #nderſtand the Religion 
ve muſt practiſe, That which 
-" B je 'e 
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was to be known of God , was mas 

- | nifeſt rothe very Heathen, Rom, i, 

- 49, The Law light, aith Sole h 
mon. Prov. vi. 13. And 'tis not 8 
only a ſingle paſling glance on the'Þ 
eye; but 'ris put into the heart , and 1 
the promiſe i is, that we ſhall all know 
bim, from the greateſ to the leaſt. Our 1 | 
duty is ſer up in open places, and f 
{hone upon by a clear beam; I'ws 
written Wold upon the plain Table: & 
of Habakkuk, Hab. ii. 2. So that 
the running eye raighe ſee andread:,; 
And. the Religion of the H. 7 
like bimſelf , came into the world 
with reyes about its head. £ 
- Religion, I ſay, is clear , al 
plain, and what is not þo, may con-\ 
cern_ the Theatre, or the Schools; 
may entertain mens wits, and ſerve! 
the intereſt of diſputes, But.'tis 90: 
thing to Religion, is nothing to the 


WI intereþ 
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tereſt, of . mens ſouls. wy 
© Religion was once a Myſtery,bue 
hc Myſtery is revealed; And thoſe 
"things that we yet count Myſteries, 
Wc plainly enough dilcover'd as. to | 
"Khcir being ſuch as we believerhem, 
though we cannot underſtand the 
Manzer how; and 'tis no part of 
Mebyion to inquire into thar ," but 
Father 7c injoins us meckly to ac- 
emielce in the plain declarations of 
Mich wichouc bold (crutiny into bid- 
'&@: things. In ſhort then 1 lay, the 
al ficulties of Religion are not in the 
Wrderftanding ; In prompto «x Facils 
&F <ternitas, laid the Father; The 
ABairs of eternity depend on FUN 
We and Faniliar,  And1 premile 
Wis to prevent dangerous miſtakes. 
W But, chough Religion be ſo fa- 
 , and plain a thing to be un- 
xſtppd,, yer the way to Heavens 
» nQ 
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4 : - The Way 
no broad, or eafie Path, The 64 


# ſtraight enough for all that, an 
I now come to ſhew what areth} 


. real difficulties of Religion , any 
whence they ariſe. 
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')> great Difficulty arile'Þ 
from the depravity of or 
natures. The Scripture intimate: $ 
That we are conceived in ſu $ 
Pfalm lv. 5. Trangreſſours fra 
the womb , "Iſaiah olvili 8. an} 
Children of wrath, Ephel. ii. 3. Ao! 
we find by experience that we brit 
vile inclinations into the wor! 
with us. Some are naturally cruel 
and injurious; proud ana impet; 
ons; luftful, and reyengeful: & 
| thers, Covetous, and unjuſt, bv 
ſ... montlome, and diſcontented ; tre 
hy cherou 
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erous, and falſe. And there is 
arce an inſtance of habitual vice, 
C villany, but ſome or other are 
*Agdicted to it by their particular 
Mhke and natures: I lay , their nas 


tes , for 6ertainly ic is not true 


What ſome affirm ( to ſerve their 
apinions ) in contradiction to ex- 
Piencez That vices are not inmens 
mtrral propenfions ; but inſlild by 


upt education, evil cuſtoms and 


@mples : For we ſee that thoſe 
Whole education hath. been the 
1&9: , do yer differ exireamly from 
h other intheir inclmations ; And 
ec, whoſe breeding hath been 
EEcle/s and looſe, who have ſeen al- 
WÞſt nothing elſe but examples of 
Ie; and been inſtructed in litele, 
fides the arts of Vanity and plea=: 
e. I ſay, there are ſuch who not-- 
chſtanding theſe their unhappy cir» 
ws _  cumſtances, 
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VL 
cumſtances, diſcover none of chal 
vile inclinations, and propenkiony 
that -are in - others whoſe educati | 
hath been very ſtrif and advanti 
geous. This Ithink is enough i 
ſhew that many of our evil hi 
bits are from nature, and not fron : 
cuſtom only. 
And yer I cannot fay that FT £ 
mane. Nature is /o debauchr , thi 
every man is inclind to every ev? 
by it For there are boſe, whob'? 
their tempers ,are averſe ro low 
kind of vices, and naturally diſpa 
ſed to the contrary vertues ; /ou® 
by their conſtitutions are incline ; 
to. hate Cruelty , Covetonſneſs, yl | 
impudence, and injuſtice,- and bay Y 
temper merciful, liberal, modeſs , t . 
and juft, There are kinds TE 
ces which our natures-almoſt 
perfuly rile 5ainſh, as many bep 
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ities, and ſome horrid (rxelties, 

d all men except Monſters 1n hu- 

Wane form, are diſpoſed to ſome 
Y rtues, ſuch as Cn to Children , 

ad kindneſs to friends, and Bene- 

Hors. All this I muſt confeſs and 

Wy, becauſe - experience conſtrains 
ic; ; and I donotknow why dy; 

WW matick notions ſhould ſway mote 

IKDca that. 

2X Bur norwithſtanding theſe laſt 

aceſſions , 'tis evident. enough 

at Our natures are much vitiated, 

d depraved ; and this makes our 
linels in the way of Religion, 

28/ficulte, For our work 1s, to 
X#an/e our Natures, and to deſtroy 
le evil Tnclinations, to cracifie 
eold man, Rom. vi. 6. and ro 
þrge out the old leven, 1 Cor. v.”, 
Þus is Religion, and the way of hap* 
neſs, which muſt nceds be very 


os 


difficult, and wneaſte. For the vice 
of Intlination are very dear , arid 
grateful tous; They are our righi: 
hands, and bur right eyes, and eſtecm-Wr 
ed as oxr ſelves : So that to cut offiic 
arid pluck out theſe, and to bid der 
fiance to, and wage war agpainiiifhl 
out ſelves ; to deſtroy the firſt-borr 

of our natures, and to lop off our: 
own limbs; This cannot but be vera 
irkjom and diſpleaſant imployment, 4 
this is one chick buſineſs ;and a con! 
ſiderable rhing that makes Religim 
difficult. 
= SECT. II. 


Il. A Nother difficulty ariſcth 
_ from the Influence of the 
Senſes. We are creatures of ſenſe 
and, ſenſible things do moſt pow 
erfully moveus, we are born Chil 
dren, and live at firſt "the fe offÞ© 
wh, | | beaſts: 


to JI1nanele . -.. ts " 
ftt.That Age receives deep impreſs 
ons, and thoſe are made by the 
nſes, whole intereſt grows firong, . 
nd eſtabliſht in us betore we come 
> the uſe of reaſon;and after.we have 
rrived to the exerciſe of that ; ſenſt» 
le obje&s fill poſſeſs our affeFions, 

d ſway our wills, and fil our Ima- 
inations, and influence our Under- 
andings ; lo that we love, and hate; 
re defire and chooſe, we phancy, and 
7e diſcourſe according to thoſe 'ims 
reſſions ; And hence it is that we 
e enamour'd of trifles, and fly from 
ur happineſs ; and purſue Vexation', 
nd embrace miſery; and imayine 
ryerſely, and reaſon childiſhly': For 

e influence of the body, and its 

nſes are the chief Fountains of © 

f ſin , and Poly and Temptation: 

pon which accounts it was: that 

e Platonical Philoſopher: —_— 
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{p. earneſtly againſt the body, and 
crib'd all evils, and miſchief co! 
calling VICE nexia Lrvacs COrporex peſt 
material evils, and' bodily plagw 
And the Apoſtle chat underſtoc 
ie better, calls fx by the: name 
Fleſh, Gal. v. 17. Works of the fie 
Gal. v. 19. Law of the Memb 
Rom. vii. 23. and cries out Uu 
on the body of this death. Rom. vi 
24. 
-- And now this is our natural coiffh; 
dition , a ſtate ſubject to the previ 
lent influences of Jenſe, and ſo ſn 
and temptation by thera ; And hr 
our vork in Religion , to mort/Wcr 
the body, Ram. viii, 13. and Wi 
| Ceaſe from making proviſion for t 1 
Fleſh, Rom. xiii- 14. , and fron 
fulfilling the luſts thereof | Gal. v. 1 
To render our elves dead to || 
prevalent life of ſenſe, and hs h 
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Nom. Vi. $ pre 11.V. and to #- 
iſe to a neÞ Life, Rom. vi. 4. The 
ife of righteouſneſs, and Faith, 
ab. ii. 4. A Life char bath other 
rinciples, and other pleaſures ; 0= 
her obje&s , and other ends, and 
ach as neither ee bath ſeen, nor ear 
veard , nor any wa the lenſes percei- 
ed, Ya, this is a Life that is ex- 
rciſed in contradiftion to the judg= 
ents of ſenſe. Its joy, is Tribulate 


n, Jam. 1. 2, It's vie reproaches , 


> Pet. iv. 14. It's beight, is lowneſs , 
Lake xiv. 11. It's greatneſs, in be* 
ng meaneſt , Mat. xx. 27. And 
t 5 riches, in having nothing, 2 Cor. 
1. 10, To ſuch a Life as this, Re- 
Igion is to raiſe us; and it muſt 
eeds be difficult to make 1, who 
are ſo much Brutes , tobe ſo much 
ngels . us, who ſcem to live by no= 


ning elſe bur foe to live by n0- 
thing 


/ 
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an hard, and wneaſie work , an 
another difficulty in Religion: 


SECT. IV. 


(UI.) Third proceeds from thi 
natural diſorder, and rai 
of our paſſions. Our Corruptn 
tures are like the troubled Sea, !/; 
Ivii.. 20. And our paſſions are the 
Þaves of that Ocean , that tumbl 
and ſwell , and keep a mighty 
noiſc ; They daſh againſt the rocks, 
and break one againſt another; @ 
and our peace, and happineſs 9M 
ihipwrackt by them. Our paſſion 
make 15_ miſerable. We are ſome 
times /tifled by their numbers , and 
confounded by their diſorders , anc 
torn to pleces by their violenct;}f 
= Mounted to the clouds by ambition, 
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d thrown down to the deep by 
E/pair , ſcorcht by the flames of 
uſt , and overwhelm'd by the awa- 
rs of unſtable deſire, Paſions 
oht one againſt another, and all 
painſt ca -- they prevail over 
e mind, and have nſurpt the Go- 
rament of our Actions, and in» 
plve us in continual guilt ,-and 
ilery. This 1s the natural ſtate 

E man; andour Work inthe way 
Religion, is to reſtrgin this vio- 
Wice, and to reftifie theſe diſorders , 
and to reduce thoſe rebellious pow 
&s under the Empire, and Governe 
Ment of the mind, their Soveraign. 
nd (o to regain the divine image, 
hich confiſts much in the order of 

r faculties , and the ſubjettion of 

ze Brutiſh, to the reaſonable powers. 
8%, I ſay, Religion aims at, co raile 
tothe perfetiion of our natures, 

Ga... A 
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20 The Tay 
by mortifying thoſe members, (ii 


lil. 5. our unruly pafions and & 
fires , and crucifying the fleſh wit 
its affetttons, and luſts, Gal.v. 24. A 
thereby to make us bumble | 
Proſperity , quiet in Adverſity ; mt! 
under provocations, Fteady amid: 

— temptations; modeſt 1n our deſire 
temperate in our injoyments ; conita* 


to our reſolutions, and contented |! 


all conditions. Here is our gre! 
buſineſs, arid our work is this : An 


certainly 'tis no eaſiething to bringif* 


order out of a Chaos, and to ſpcili® 
a tempeſt into a calm, to reſiit 
torrent , and to ſtop and turn till" 
tyde; to ſubdue a rebellious rabble| 
and to change them from tyrani 
cal Maſters, to modeſt and obedit 
ſervants; Theſe, no doubr, 3 
works of difficulty enough, and the 
muſt be our imployment in the w 
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{ Religion; and on this Caen alſo, 
e Gate 8 ſtraight. 


SECT. Y, 
IV. 2 Ob work: in Religion 1s yet 


more difficult ,-upon the 
count of rag to which weare 
ubje&,and by which we areſwayed 
uch. Thi is vulgarly ſaid to be 
nother nature, and the Apoſtle calls 
t by that name, 1 Cor, xi. 14. Doth 
ot nature it keif teach you, that if 4 
Wan have long hair, it is a ſhame unto 
Wim ? By the word Nature, the beſt 
nterpreters ſay onely Cuſtom is 
eant; fince long hair is not de- 
lared ſhameful by the Law, and 
ight of Nature, ken! in it's chief, 
ind propereſt ſenſe : For then it 
ad neyer been permitted to the 


Rarites : But the contrary cuſtom, 
C3 .in 
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in the Nations that uſed it nat 
made it ſcem ſhameful and indecent 
There are other places in Scriptur 
and antient Authors, wherein 
ture is put for (*ſtom : Bur I mul 
not infiit on this, che thing I an 
about is, That c«ſtom is very powe 
ful; and as it makes a kind of N: 
ture, ſo, many times, it meters and 
ſubdnes it. Wild creatures arc herc 
by made gentle and familiar ; anc 
thoſe that naturally are tame enoug! 
are made to degenerate into wild: 
neſs by it. | 
And now beſides the original del 
pravities of our natures, we havi® 
contratied many vitious habits by 
corrupt and evil uſages ; which wt 
were drawn into ar firſt by plea 
ſure, and vanity in our young anc 
inconliderate years, while we w 
led by the direRtions of ſenlc 
Ds 


_— 
he, 


Tbeſe, by frequent as, grow at laſt 
Waco habits, which though in their 
deginning they were tender as 2 
plant, and cafie to have been cruſhe 
2r blaſted; yet time and u/e hardens 
hem into the firmneſs of an Oak, 
hat braves the weather, and can 
endure the ſtroak of the Axe, anda 
rong arm. 
| Now to deſtroy and root up thele 
pbſtinate cuſtomary evils, is another 
part of our work. And Religion 
xeacheth us to pu off” concerning the 
ld converſation the old man, Ephel. 
Lv. 22. andto receive new impreſ$i- 
ns and inclinations ; to be renewed 
In the ſpirit of our minds, v. 23. and 
to put on the xew man, V. 24. Io 
make #s xew hearts, Ezek. xvill.31s 
and to walk in newneſs of life, Rom. 
Vi. 4. This we are to do, and this 


we may well ſuppoſe to be hard 
| C 4 work ; 
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work ; the Scripture compares itt 
the changing the skin of the A#thi 
pian, and the ſpots of the Leopar 
Jer. xiii, 23. and elſewhere. Hb 
can they do good, that are accufiomt 
to do evil ? Jer. xiii. 23. 'Tis hard 
no doubt; and this is another di 
fieulty in Religion, 


CV.) The power that Exanj! | 
hath over us, makes the way of & 


ligion di mY Example is more pre 


yalent than prerept ; for man is a crez4 
ture given much to imitation,and we! 
are very apt to follow what we 
ethers do, rather than what we ought 
to do our ſelves. Þ 
And now the Apoſtle hath told 
ps, That the whole world lies in wick: 
edneſs, 1 Joh. v. 19. and we ſadly 
find it : we cannot look out 0 
doors, but we ſee vanity and foly, 


ſenſ# 


aſudlity, and forgetfulneſs of God* 
ride and Covetonſneſs, Injuſftice and 
temperancey and all other kinds of 
ils : Theſe we meet with every 
here, in publick companies, and 
ivate converſations; in the high 
ayes, and jn the corners of the 


areets. 

& The ſum is, Example is very pow- 
ful, and examples of Vice are al- 
ays in oureyes ; we areapt to be 
conciled to that, which every one _ 
th, and to do like it; we love 
ie trodden path, 'and care not to 

Walk in the way which is gone in 
ut by a few. 

& This is our condition , and our 

[Bork in Religion is, to overcome the 
rong biaſs of corrupt example; to 
rive againſt the ſtream, to learnto 
e good, though few are ſo, and nor 


> follow a multitude to do evit, 
| Exod. 
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Exod. xxili. 2. This is our buſine, 
and this is very difficult. 


SxcrT. VL 
(VI.) TW HE Iaſt difficulty I ſh 


mention , arileth frat 

Worldly interef®s and engagemen 
We have many neceſsities to fe! 
both in our Perſons, and our Fam 
lies. Nature excluded us naked in 
the World , without cloathing | 
warmth, or armature for defence , 1 
food is not provided to our hand 
as it is for the Beaſts, nor de oi 
houſes grow for our habitation, a 
comfortable abode. Nothing is p 
pared for our uſe without our i! 
duſtry, and endeavours, So that) 
_ the xeceſsity of this ſtate, we are © 
gaged in worldly affairs ; Theſe, N 
FAre requires us to mind, and KY 
2 ; 4 
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on permits it, And nothing can 
e done without our care; and 
zre would be very troubleſome , if 
here were not ſome love to the 
jets we exerciſe our cares upon : 
ence itis, that ſome cares about the 
ings of this world, and love to 
zem, 1s allowed us; and we are 
Pmmanded to cominue inthe Cal- 
vg wherein God hath ſet us, 1 Cor. 
1.20. and are warned that we be 
Dt ſlothful in buſineſs, Rom.xii.11. 
e may take ſome delight allo inthe 
reatures that God gives us, and 
e them in their degree : For the 
nimal life may have its moderate 
alifications , God made all things,that 
ty might enjoy their Being. 
And now, notwithſtanding all 
i, Religion commands us to ſet 
r affetions upon things above, Col. 
«2. not to love the World, I Joh. 
| I 15y 
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ti, 15. to be careful for nothing 
Phil. iv, 6. to take no thought þ, 
fo morrow, Mat.vi. 34. The meanin 
of which expreflions is, That » 
{ſhould love Gd and beavenly thin 
inthe chief and firſt place , and avoi 
the immoderate degree of Worldly lo 
and cares, This is our duty; ani 
"tis very difficult : For by reaſon 
the hurry of buſineſs, and thoſe þ: 
ſions that earthly engagements e: 
cite; We confider not things as W! 
ſhould, and/o, many times, pet 
ceive not the bounds of our perm 
fions, and the beginnings of our 't 
ſtraints, where the allowed meaut 
ends, and the forbidden degree con 
menceth : what is the difference bt 
rween that care that is a duty, and 
that waoich isa fin; Providence anc 
Carking ; and between that love 0 
the World which is neceſſary and 
| lawful 
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avfal, and that which is extraVas 
rant and inordinate , I lay, by reaſon 
pf the hurry we are in, amidſt 
buſineſs and worldly delights , we 

any times perceive not our bounds, 
and ſo ſlide eaſily into earth» 
indedneſs and anxiety, And it is 
ard for us, who are engaged ſo 
nuch in the World, and who need 
it ſo much, who converſe ſo much 
ith it, and abour it, and whoſe 
ime and endeayours are ſo una- 
oidably taken up by it; I fay, 
tis hard'for us, in ſuch circumſtan- 
es, to be crucified to the World, 
Gal.vi. 14. and to all inordinate af- 
eftions to it; to live above it, and 
to ſettle our chief delights and cares 
on things at great diſtance from us, 
which arc #nſutable to our corrtps 
appetites, and contrary to the molt 


relſhing injoyments of fleſh ; which 


ſenſe 
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ſenſe never ſaw nor felt, and whic 
the imagination it ſelf could neye 
graſp. This, no doubt, is hard ex 
erciſe, and this muſt be done in th 
way of Religion; and on this ac 
count alſo, it is very difficult. 


Thus of the FIRST Propoſ 


tion, That there are great dif 
ficulties in Religlon, | com: 
now tothe SECOND, 
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SF hat the Difficulties may 
BW be overcome. The In- 
ſtruments Whereby it may 
be done, viz. Faith, Pray- 
er, 4nd active endeavour, 
q T heyareparticularly con- 
fiderd, T he Method of 
endeavour propoſed in 
plain and practicable 


Rules, Some Qualificati- 
ons of thoſe Rules. 


hs. 


SmCT.ik 


)OHAT thoſe Difficul- 
ties may be overcome 


firiving; which imports both 


the 
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the Encouragement , and the Mean 
That THET MAT BE/ A 
QUIS HT, and HOW. 
(1.) That the Difficulties m 
be ſubdned, is clearly enough ir 
plyed, in the Precepr, We thoy 
not haye been commanded to ſtri 
if it had been impoſſible to overcon 
God doth not plit his Creatur 
upon fruitleſs undertakings : 
neyer requires us to do any thit 
in order to that, which is not | 
be attained. Therefore when he w 
relolved not to be intreated fort 
ſtubborn and Rebellious Natio! 
He would not have the Proph 
pray forthem, Jer. vii. 16. Pray? 
for this people, for 1 will not bf 
thee. He would not be petitio 
for that, which he was determin 
not to ygrant, He puts not 
Creatures upon any Vain expect 
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tions, and endeavours; nor would 
he havethem deceivethemlelves, by 
fond dependences. When one mace 
this Profeſſon to our Saviour, Lord, 

' ill follow thee whitherſoever thou 
gveſt, Chriſt tells him, that he mult 
xpe& from him no worldly ho- 
nours, or preferments; no power 
vr ſenſual pleafure, no, not fo much 
5 the ordinary accommodations of 
Life. The Foxes bave Holes, and the 
Birds of the Air have Neſts , but the 
on of Man hath not where to lay bs 
head, Luk.ix.5.8. He would not have 
the man, tharlikely might look for 
theſe, upon the opinion of his being 
the MeſSias, in the Jewiſh ſenſe, one 
that ſhould at laſt, whatever the 
meannels of his condition, was ac 
dreſent, appear as a Mighty, and Tri- 
wmpbant temporal Monarch; | lay, 


our Saviour would not haye the 
D Magn. 
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Man follow Him for that, which he 
had not to beſtow upon him. Since 
then that he who would not put us 
upon fruitleſs labours, hath command: 
ed us to ftrive to enter, "tis evident, 
that an entrance may be procured 
into the gate by ſtriving , and that 
the difficulty MAY be overcome. 


SECT. FL - 


J*HE next thing in my me- 


chod is to ſhew, YOW, The 
manner is implied in the lext; and 
expreſt in the Propoſition , viz, By 
itriving ; and by this, is meant, : 
reſolute uſe of thole means that att 
the Inftruments of happineſs, T he) 
arethree, Faith,Pzapcr and activ 
Endeavour. 

(1.) Faith is a chief Inſtrument, 
for the overcoming the Diſficulties, | 
have, mentioned. And . Faith it 
"4 pe "he 


>. 


fo Bavumners, 35 'J 
the general, is the belief of a Teſti- 
mony ; Divine Faith the belief of a 
Divine Teſtimony ; and the chiet 
thingsto be believed, as enconrage- 
ments and means for a victory over 
he Difficulties in Religion, arc 
beſe ; That God is reconciled to us by 
bis Son; That he will aſſiſt our weak 
adeavours by the Aids of his Spirit 
That he will reward ws, if we ſtrive as 
be ought, with immortal Happineſs in 

world of endleſs Glory. 

By our belief of Gods being re- 
onciled, we are ſecured from thoſe 
ears, that might diſcourage our ap- 
proaches, and endeavours, upon 
the account of his Purity, and J«- 
ice, By the Faith of his Afiſtance, 
ll the objeRions againſt our Rriving, 
hat ariſe from the greatneſs of the 
Difficulties, and the diſpropernonate 


eineſ; of our ftrength,arc anſwered. 
D a And. 
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And from our believing eternal 7: 
wards jn another world, we have; 
mighty motive to engage our utmol: 
diligence, to conteſt with all difh 
culties that would keep us from ir. 
What /atwfatton is there , ſaith 
the believer, in the gratsfication 0 
my corrupt inclinations and ſenſe 
in compariſon with that, whic 
ariſeth from the favour of God, and 
an intereſt in his $0u ? What difhcul 
ties 1n my Duty, too great for Vi 
vine Aids? What pains arc we 
undergo in the narrow», and diff 
cult. way, thac the glory which 1s 
the end of ir, will not compen/att 
What .is it to deny a baſe incl 
nation -that will undo me; i 
obedience to Him that made , ant 
redeemed race; and to deſpile the lit 
tle whos ot- preſent (enſe , for i 
hope of everlaſting enjoyments F 
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fling pleaſure,for Hallelujahs ? Whar 
were it for me to. ſet vigorouſly 
upon thoſe Paſs1ons, that degrade my 
noble nature, and make me a ſlave, 
and a beaſt, and will make me 
more vile, and more miſerable; 
when the Spirit of the moſt High 
is at my right hand to afliſt me? 
Why ſhould my noble Faculties, 
that were deſ1gn'd for glorious ends, 
be led into infamous praftices by 
baſe uſages and diſhonoarable 6 uſtoms ? 
What is the example of a wicked, ſen- 
ſual wretched world, to that of the 
Holy Jeſus, and all the Army of 
Prophets , - Apoſtles and HMartyrs? 
What is there in the world, that it 
{ſhould be loved more than God? 
and what is the Fleſh, that it ſhould 
have more of our time, and care, 
than the great intereſts of our. 
Souls ? 


ID 3 Such 


. _ Po « » * ., - _ , 
_ ”"-V% Wo) & A ,® : 
p ' 9-3 a] I'S - . L 
+. w a £ 5 : 
*%. Fs LON at CAS. 
© en. & r ' | 
4s ” a \ F L = 4 
- aw: % 7 uh % % 
ED 4 | £..46 K i 
56 £208 _— 's 
Ds os ”—_ b Of 2 ET * wW 
TY 4 mba by ' A 
b C oo LEN p OE, n , 
* - of F . 
« IO FLIES 
"XT - So - #6 > 
—_— OOTY —_— 
.-» "© \ $5652 =& 30-" it 
© 4 2s I Foe et”; 


* 4 =» 
" Ws 2 Fw a8 _ * | if 
1 BE Zn AL ” 4.—< 4 
4 F 2 44, +; = E 
Sy 4 1 % hy 
b ARS IS 9G 36», | at E [ C 07 erations 0 
*; a f 
Haſte _ ks $f o. 
S. 5 F525 
o S ®. - Fe 


| Happineſs. Beſides which, it is a6 

- ceptable ro God, in it ſelf , and (o 
diſpoſeth us for his gracious helps, 

by which we are enabled to ever- 

come the Difhculties of our way. 
While a man conſiders the Difficul- 

ties only, and weighs chem againk 

his own ſtrength, Let him ſuppole 

[the Liberty of his villto be what he 
pleaſeth, yet while *tis under ſu 
diſadvantages, that will ſignifie very 

lictle ; and he that ſees no further, 

firs down in diſcouragement ; But 
1 when the mind is P ified with 
[i iron belief of divine help , bt 
WT attempts then with a noble vigowr, 
ER which 


+» ” * - ". 
. py FT (i 7, =_ 
» TY % 
= Y - #h q * - - a 


- , 4 S. pe , "0 . 
G - Ws 4 "" . y ' * *4 < \ . 
# y . HE * FLEX  þ = . : 
* " 4 [Y _ ju E ' y + "0 - . hs . 
w 4 _ - 
> . 4 Y he, © y by "* 
4 4.4 "- = K 4 
ot? ” . Fl - 
\ v 


which cannort miſcarry, if it do not 
cool and faint. For be that endwres 


to the end, ſhall be ſaved, Mat. xzlv. 
13- Thus Faith fers the other In» 
ftruments of Happineſs on work, 


and therefore 'tis deſervedly reck- 


oned as the firft ; and 'ris that which 
muſt always accompany the exer- 
ciſes of Religion, and give them life, 
and motion, | 


SECT. IL. 


(II) Payer is another means, 

we muſt uſe, in order to 
Dur overcoming the Difficulties of 
he way. Our own, meer, natu- 
al ſtrength is weakneſs ; and 'with- 
ut ſupernatural helps choſe Difficul- 
ies are notto be ſurmounted, Theſe 


ids then are neceſſary, and God 1s 


eady to beſtow them on us; For 
D 4 . He 
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He would have ali men to be ſaved, 


and to come to the Knowledy of th 
Truth, x Tim. ii. 4. Bur for the| 
things he will be ſought unts. And 
"tis very juſt, and fit that we ſhould 
addreſs our iclves to him by t rayer, 
to acknowledg our own inſuffici 
ency, and dependence on him fot 
the mercies we expect; and thereby 
to own Him for the giver of ever 
good , and perfeft gift . .and to in 
ſtrut our ſelves how his favour; 
are tO be received and uſed , vit 
with reverence and thanksgiving * 
This I fay 'tis highly fit that we 
ſhoulddo; and the doing it preparts 
us -for his bleſſings, and He fail 
| Not to beſtow them on thole that 
are prepared by Faith, and Prayer; 
For be giveth liberally and upbraid 
not; And our Prayers are required, 
not as if they could move his will, 

w hich 
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which is aways graciouſly indined 

o our happineſs, Bur as it's that 
ribute which we owe our Maker, 
and Benefaftor , and that without 
which, 'tis not ſo fic he ſhould 
veſtow his particular favours on us. 
For 'tis by no means Decomnmeng 
he Divine Majefty , to vouchlafe 
the ſpecialties of his Grace, and 
{Weoodne/ſs to thoſe, that are nor ſens 
/ible chat T hey want them; and 
rc not humbled co a due apprehen=: 
10n of their weakneſs, and depen- 
Jence But for-ſuchas are ſo, and 
MWexpreſs their humble deſires in the 
rdours of Holy Prayer, God never 
Wienies chem the aſſiſtances of his 
Dpirit : For if ye being eval ( ſaith 
pur Saviour) know how to give good 
pifts unto your Children, how much 
ore ſhall your Father which i in bea- 
ven give good things to thoſe that . 6k 
im? Mat.vil.11. And | 
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And Theſe Divine Helps obtain 
by Faith, and Prayer, and join! 
with our ative conſtant endeavow 
will not fail to enable us to ove 
come the Difficulties, and to pro 
cure us an entrance at the ſiraigh 
gate. And ſoll come tothe Thi 
Inſtrument of our Happineſs, and 
means that we muſt uſe, implied it 


ſtriving, viz. 
Ss8cT. ITT. 


(I1.) A Ctive endeavour, is 


| which Repentance andt 
fraits of it are implied ; Both Fail 


and Prayer are in order to this , and 


without it they can neither of chen 
turn to account. For Faith withos 
works i dead, Jam.ii.10. and Prayt!, 
Þicboxt endeavour, fruitleſs , yeain 


deed, in the Divine eſtimate, it 
4g | no i14 
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one at all : *Tis bodily exerciſe; no 
Yager. For when we invoke Gods 
Ip, we defire it, that we may ufe 
. Divine grace is not a Treaſure to 
up by us, but an inſtrument to 
ork with; Ana when we pray that 
30d would aſſiſt us in our endea- 
ours, and endeavour not at all, we 
zock God, and trifle with hiny/in 
ur Prayers : I ſay then, Thaten- 
avour is neceſſary, and neceſſary in 
degree ſo eminent, that this is 
Iways included in Faith when tis 
ken in the higheſt, and nobleft 
angelical ſenſe, viz. for the Faith 
Thich juſtifies, and /aves; for that 
draprehends all thoſe endeavours, 
d their fruits , whereby we are 
ade happy. 
We muſt not expe&t that God 
tould do all (exclufively) in che 
ork of our Salvation. He _ 
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his part, and we muſt do ow: 
| (though we do that, by his hd 
too.) He that made us without 
ſelves , Will not ſave us without 0 
ſelves, ſaid the Father. We arecon 
manded to ſeek, Mat vii.7. To Ru 
r Cor. i1x.24. To fizht, 1 Tim.vi.1 
To give diligence, 2 Pet. i. 10. Thi 
all iraport aftion, and endeavo 
And that endeavour mult not | 
only a faint purpoſe, or formal (et 
vice; but it muſt be imployed! 
the higheſt degree of care, and di 
ence. The Kingdom of Heaven | 
ok violence, Mat. xi. 12. andthi 
violence muſt not be uſed in # 
beat, and ſudden fit only , that cov 
and dies, and contents it (elf wit 
having been warm for a time. B 
ie muſt be a ſteady, and confts 
courle of attivity, 2 continual ſtn 
ving to. overcome the remaioin| 


difficulties of the way. W 


| 
| 
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We muſt endeavour then , vigo- 
ouſly , and conſtantly ; and in thar, 
(atter our Faith is ſtrengthned by 
eep conſideration, and divine afſt- 

ance implored by ardent Prayer) 
our courle 1s, i Te 

(l.) To abſtain from all the out= 
Ward aftions of SIN, and to pers 
orm the external afts of the contrary 
vertues Toceaſe to do evil, 1lai-1s. 
is the firſt ſtep. When the Pablicans 
S$kt Johnthe Baptiſt, Luke iii. 12. 
what they ſhould do ; His direRi- 
on was, Thar they ſhould net exaFt, 
verl 13. and to the Souldiers asking 


Webe lame queſtion, he anſwers, Do 


jolence to no man, verl. 14. Theſe 
were the fins of their particular 
Profeſſions, which were to be quit- 
ed, before any thing could bedone 
higher, We have ordinarily more 


Dower over our ations, than our 
| habits 


46 The Tay 

babits,and therefore we ſhould begn 
here, and reſolve deeply, by divin 
help , to cur off thole ſapplies thi 
feed vitious inclinations ; For wick 
habits are maintain'a by a&ions d 
wickedneſs. when they ceaſe, ti 
inclinations grow more faint , ani 
weak : And when we are con 
but thus far, to have confined ou 
lufts, we ſhall be encouraged t 
proceed to deſtroy them. 'Ti 


laid, There is no great diltana 
between a Princes Priſon and hi 
Grave; The laying is moſt true it 
the Cale of Tyrents, and Uſurperi 
and the habvits of fin are bech, whe! 
they are reſtrain'd, ws are not | 


from being deſtroyed, it we implc 
qur endeayours,and the divine aid 
as We ought. 

This chea I (ay, muſt be don! 
Firſt,and the other part of the ad c 
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uſt be caken with ir, viz. we muſt 
raftiſe the outward attions of the 
ontrary vertues. We muſt do well, 
zhen we ceaſe to do evil, When we 
urn from darkneſs, ir muſt be to 
hr, As xxvi. 18. Not from one 
ind of darkneſs to another, When 
7e ceaſe ro oppreſs, we mult be 
haritable; when we leave to tyram- 
ize over our inferiours, we muſt 
e kind, and helpful to chem. When 
7e forbear to ſlander , we muſt 
eek all the good we can of our 
eighbour. | 
The outward actions of vertue 
re in our power ;, and 'tis ſomewhat 
» come fo far as ths : What ig 
ore, Viz. The inward love and de- 
phe in goodneſs, will ſucceed in 
e, if we perſevere. *Tis not 
fe for us to propoſe to our lelyes 
e greateſt heights at firſt; if = 
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do, we are diſcouraged, and fil 
back. God accepts even of thi 
ligele, if it be in order to more. H 
delpiſerh not the day of (mil 
things, Zech. iv. 10. If thou ddl 
well , ſhalt thou not be accepted 
Chriſt loved the young man who ha 
kept the external part of the C 
mandments, Mark x. 21. It be hi 
had the courage to have procceded 
what he had done, would hay 
ftcaded him much. The invs 
love of vertue and holineſs is pri 
moted by the outward excrcilcs 
them, and hereby the contrary cl 
arc both pined, and thrujt out 

| Thus of the Firftching «1a! cif 
deavour implies; upon chis muſe 
follow nexc, 
- IE.) -4n attempt up:n. evil babi 
vie. Thoſe" that have. been ſup 
induced on us by carcleſacſ» 3 


4 temptati 


emptation , bad caſloms, and evil 
company. Every Victory is a mtans ro 
inother , we grow ſtronger, and the 
nemy weaker by it. To have over- 
ome the outward ats of (in, is a 
beginning in our ſpiritual viarfare ; 
Dur our chief enemies are thi} habits, 
beſe muſt be attempted allp, but 
with prudence ; wild beaſts are not 
0 be dealt with by main ſtrength ; 
\rt, and ftraragem muſt be uſed in 
his War ; and 'tis good policy, I think 
ere, to fight the leaſt powerful foes 
rſt, the contrafted habits, before 
re fall on che inbred natural incli- 
lations. While our forces are weak, 
is dangerous ſetting upon the 
rongeſt holds, viz. the vices of } 
omplexion , which are woven into © | 
ur very zxiatures, If a tnan apply © 
Wl his force where lic hath not re/o- 1 
tion caough to go throvgh with _Þ 
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what he undertakes , he receives 1 
foyl, and 'tis odds but he fits down, 
and faints. Prudence therefore is ty 
be uſed, where we diſtruſt ou 
ſtrength : Fall upon finthen, when 
"tis weakeſt, where it hath leaſt of 
ture, and leaſt of femptation, ani 
where we have arguments from rt 
putation, and worldly intereſts, where 
with to war againſt ir. If we pr 
vail , we arc heartned by the ſucceſs 
Our Faith and reſolution will gro# 
ſtronger by this experience, when 
have triumpht over the (ins of 9 
cuſtom , example , and ſenſual ind 
Lence. 

_ And whenthatis done, we mu 
remember, that 'tis not enough th 
thole habits are thruſt out ; orb 
muſt beplanted in their room : wh 
the ſoyl is prepared, the ſeed muſt i? 
Jown ; and the /ecds of vertuolf* 
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habits, are the ations of vertue. Thele 
I recommended under the laſt head, 

ad ſhall ſay more of the introdu- 
cing habits , under one that follows 


on purpolc. 


(II.) The next advance in our 
endeavours, is, In the ſtrength of 
od, and in the Name of his Son, to 
Wſſault the gre-ter Devils, and to ſtrive 
0 caft out them |, Imean the ſins of 
omplexion , and particular Nature, 
WT his is a great work , and will re- 
Wh uicc ſtrong Faith, and many Prayers, 
and much time,and great watchfulneſs, 
and invincible reſolution : Imploy 

8 b2/c heartily ; and chough thou now 
Wod then mayſt receive a foyl, yer 
dive not off ſo, but riſe again in the 
Wtrength of God,implore new ajd,and 
Wortific chy ſelf with more confidera- 
Wions, and deeper reſolves; and ther 
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renew-the Combat upon the encov 
ragement of Divine aſviſtance , and 
Chriſts merits and interceſSion , and 
the promiſe that fin ſhall not bave 4 
minion over #8, Rom. vi, 14. 
Remember, that this is the grit 
work , and the biggeſt difficulty; i 
this be npt overcome, all our othe 
labour hayb been in vain, and willl 
loft. Tf this root remain, it will 


bear poyſonows fruit , which will þ 
matter for temptation , and occalidl 
of continnal [ulling - and we ſhall 


in danger of being reconciled agi 
to our old fins, and to undo al 
and ſo our latter end will be worſe th 
or beginning, 2 Pet. ii. 20. Or,1 
leaſt, though we ſtand ar a ſtay, a 
Jarisfie our ſelves with that ; \ 
though weare contented, our cono 
.tion is not ſafe, 

It we will cndeayour to any p# 
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poſe of duty , or ſecurity, we muſt 
proceed ſtill after our leſſer conqueſts, 
till che fins of complexion are laid dead 
at our feet. He that is born of God, 
ſinneth not,and he cannot (in, 1 F-b. 
11.9. Till wecome co this, weare 
but ſtrugling in the birth, © 

Such a perfefion as is mortifying 


of vitious temper, is I hope attainable, 


and 'tis no doubt that which Relie 
ion aims at; and though ic be a 
difficult beight , yet we muſt not (ic 
down this fide : Arc leaſt we muſt 
be always preſſing on co chis Mark : 
if Providence cut off our days be- 
fore we have arrivedto ir, we may 
expect acceptance of the ſincerity of 
our endeavours, upon the account 
of the merit; of our Saviour : For 
he hath procured favour for thoſe 

ncere Woren: and Endeayourers, 


whoſe Day is done, before their 
"0 | E, 2 Work 
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Work is cotnpleated ; this I men, 
of ſubduing the darling ſins of ther 
particular Natures. 

Bur then if we reft, and pleal: 
our ſelves with the little /ifories and 
attainments , and let theſe our gre 
enemies quietly alone , *tis an argu: 
ment our exdedvours are not ſincer, 
but much ſhort of that ftrivn 
which will procure an entrance into 
the ſtraight gate. The next thing 
(and *cis the laſt I (hall mention) 
TY is 1implyed in ſtriving, is, 


(IV.) To furniſh our ſelves,throug 
Divine Grace, With the habits adit 
dlinations of Holineſ and Verrne. F01 
Goodneſs to become a kind of Natw! 
to the Soul, is heigbt indeed ; bil 
ſuch a otie a3 may be reachr: the ne# 
Nature, and new Creature, Gal. vl 
IM are ftot meer Names, 
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We have _ 4 tha ſorme men 
are of a Natural Generofuty, Feracity 
and Sweetneſs , and they cannot act 
contrary to theſe Native Vercues 


without a mighty Yilence : why 
now fhould not the New Nature be 

as powerful as the Old ? And why 
may not the Spirit of God, working 

by an ative faith and endeavour, 

fr habits and inclinations on the Soul, 

as prevalent as thoſe? No doubt, it 
may, and doth, upon the Diviner 
Souls: For whom to do a vicked, 

or unworthy action , 'ewould be as , 
viokent , and waxatural, as for the 
meek and compaſſionate temper tO 
butcher the innocent ; or for him,that 

1s natsrally juſt, to 0 oppreſs and make 
prey of the fatherleſs and the widow. 1 
lay, ſuch a oo = perfection a this, 
ould be aim'd at, Heb, yi- 1+ and 4 
we ſhould not fir down, and lacken {| 
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our endeayours on this fide it, 

In order to our aiming to the 
happy pitch j we are to uſe frequent 
meditation on the excellency and pler 
ſure of Vertuc and Religion ; and 
earneſt praygr for the Grace of God, 
and diligent! attendance upon the pub- 
lique worſhip ; and pious company 
and converſcs : For this great deſign, 
thele helps are requiſite, and it we 
exerciſe our ſelves in them, as we 
ought, they will fire our Souls witi 
the love of God, and Goodnels; and 
ſo atlaſt, x Chriſtian Yertwes will 
become aSinaturalto us, as fin Wa 
before. Andto one, that is ſo preps 
red , the Gate of Happineſs will be 
6pen, and of eafie entrance, the dif 
ficalties are overcome, and from hence 
forth the way is pleaſant and plail 
before him, Prov, iii. 17, 


to Happinels, 3» 

Thus 1have ſhewn you, that the 
formidable difficulties may be over- 
come, and | have told you How : cis 
a plain courſe I have dirett:d , that 
will not puzzle your underſtandings 
with needleſs niceties, nor diſtraf# 
your memories with multitudes. Walk 
in this way , and Jo it conſtant- 
ly, with vigour and alacrity ; and 
there is no fear, but in the trengtbof 
God, through the merits and medie- 


tion of his Son , you will overcome, 
and at laſt, enter. 


SECT. LV. 


Had now done with this general 

Head, bur that 'ris neccflary to 
note three things here. 

(1.) Thoſe /n/truments of our 
happineſs which we muſt uſc-in 


riving, viz. Faith, P2zayer, and 
f he Y P! active wy * 


| 
| #eb.x.38. orrmnawhile, and fi 
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adive Endeavour, mu/? all of thn | 
be employed, Not any one ſingh 


will do the great work ; ner ca 


the others, if any one, be wanting, | 
we believe, and do not pray ; or pro 
and do not {endeavour , or endeavou, 
without thoſe , the Difficulties wil 


remain, and 'twill be impoſhble tor 


us tO enter. 
 (2.) We muſt be diligent in ww 
courſe : If we do not exerciſe Fail 
vigorouſly, and pray heartily, and « 
deavour with our whole might , thi 
means will not ſucceed ; and 'tis 4 
ood nor at all, as not to purpol 
The Difficulties will not be ove! 
come by cold Faith, or ſleepy Pray, 
or remiſs Endeavours : A very it 


. tenſe degree of theſe is neceſſary. 


(3: Our ftriving muſt be conſtail 
we muſt not begin, and look bat 


to Happineſs. 59 
in midd courſe, 1 (0#, ix. 24. and 
content our ſelves with ſome attaitts 
ments, and think we have arrived, 
Phil. iii. 14. If wedo fo, we ſhall 
find our ſelves dangeroutly miſt» 
ken. The Crown is at the end of che 
Warfare, and the Priſe at the end of 
the Race. If we will ſucceed, we 
muſt hold on : The life of one that. 
ſtrives , as he ought | muſt be a conti- 
nual motion forwards ; always pros 
creding, always growing. 

If we flrive thus, we cannot fail; 
if any of theſe qualifications be want» 
ing, we cannot but miſcarry. And 
hence no doubt it is , that many that 
ſeek to enter , ſhall not be able, and 
the preſurned ſons of the Kingdom 
are ſhuc out, Mat. viii.12. They 
ſeek, and are yery deſirous to be ad- 
mitted; They do ſome thing, and 


o 


tivez but their ffriving is partial, 
| or 
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or cereleſs., or ſhort, by reaſon of 
which defects, they do not overcome, 
and ſhall not enter. 

This is a dangerows Rock , and 
haps there are as many undone 
y cold, and balf ſtriving, as by net 
ſtriving at all. He that hath done 
ſome thing , preſumes he is ſecure, 
He goes the reund of ordinary Du- 
ries , but advancech nothing in his 
way ; He overcometh none of the 
great Difficulties, none of the H«- 
bits, or Natural Inclinations, Heis 
contented . with other things that 
make a mere glorious ſhew; though 
they fagnifie leſs ; and perhaps dc- 
ſpiſeth theſe , under the notion of | 
Morality ; and ſo preſuming, that he 
15 a Saint, too ſoon, he never comes 
to be one at af: ſuch are the ſeekers 
that ſhall not be able to enter : Thcir 
ſeeking imports ſome ſtriving , but 
_ *15 


is ſuch, as , though ir be heals, 
yet it is imperſett, and will not ſuc- 
ceed. And hence the THIRD 
Propoſition ariſeth, that I propoſed 


fo diſcourſe. 


——_ 
—— ——— — 
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| Cna-e, Ill. 
THE danger of miſtaking 
E the Nlarks & Mea- 
ſures of Godlineſs. [s- 
flances of th? meer Animal 
Religtou ; how far it may 
£0, in Faith, n Prayer, 
and 1n Endeavour ; di/- 
courſed in ſeveral Par- 
ticulars ; and there- 
'in the whole myſtery of 
the Modern Phariſaick 
 Godlineſs # diſcovered, 
and ſhewn to be ſhort and 
inſufficient, Objections 
.agamſt the ſeverity of the 
iſconrſe, anſwered. 
- Sx CL 


JECT. I. 


"©. 
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(11.) I" Þat there is a ſozt of 
9 ſtriving that well nt 
yore an entrance : implyed 
in theſe words, For many -will [eek to 
enter in, and ſhall not be able. 

'Tis a dangerous thing to be flat- 
tered into a falſe peace; and to take 
up with imperfefF Godlmeſs ; to re- 
concile the hopes of Heaven to our 
beloved fins , and to judge our con= 
ditions ſafe upon inſufficient grounds. 
This multitudes do, and 'tis the great 
danger of our days; Men cannot 
be contented without doing ſomething 
In Religion ; but they are contented 
with a little. And then they reckon 
themſelyes godly , before they .are 
| Vertwous . and take themſelves to 


be' Saints, upon ſuch things as will 
not 
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will procure us an entrance at the 


oy diſtinguiſh a good man from 2 
ad. 

Weleck after Marks of Godlinef, 
and would be glad to know , bow 
we might try our ſtate : The thing 
is of great importance; and if the 
Signs we judge by are cither falſe, 
or imperfeft, we are deccived to out 
undoing. Meer Speculative miſtakes 
about Opinions, do no great hurt; 
but errour in the Marks and Mea: 
ſures of Religion , is deadly, Now 
there are ſundry things commonly 
taken for ſigns of Godlineſs, which 
though they are ſomething , yet they 
are not enough . They are hopeful 


for beginnings, but nothing worth 


when they ate our end, and ret 
"They are a kind of ſeeking , and im- 


perfeft ſtriving ; but not ſuch as overs 


comerh the difficulties of the way, 0! 


Gate, 


hy | . a 18-2. - 


0 wnneLs. | 
Gate. Therefore to diſable the flats 
tering , inſufficient marks of Godlinefs, 
| ſhall diſcoyer in purſuance of the 
Third Propofition, How far a man 
may ſtrive in the exerciſes of Relig» 
on, and yet, be found at laſt among 
thoſe ſeekers that ſhall not be able to 
enter, And though I have intima- 
ted ſomething of this in the ge- 
neral before, yet | ſhall now more 
particularly ſhew it in the Inſtances 
that follow. And in theſe I ſhall 
diſcover a Religion chat may be 
called 'Animal, co which che Na- 


tural man may attain. 
SRGCT. IL. 


(I.) A Man may believe the Truths of 
the Goſpel, and aſſent heare 
tily to all the Articles of the Creed : and 
if he procteds not, he is no Forpigt 
x r R 
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by this, than the faith of Devil; , 
Jam. ii. 19. 

(2.) He may go on, and have « 
great thirſt to be more acquainted with 
Truth ; He may ſeek ir diligently 
in Scripture, and Sermons, and good 
Books, and knowing Company ; And 
yet do this, by 'the motion of no 
higher principle, than an inbred curi- 
olity, and. deſire of knowledge ; and 
many times this earneſtneſs afcer 
Truth, proceeds from a proud affefta- 
tion to be wiſer than our Neigh- 
bours, that we may pity their dark- 
neſs . or the itch of a diſputing hu- 
mour, that we may out-talk them; 
or a deſign to carry on, or make a 
party, that we may be called Rabb!, 
or ſerve an Intereſt : And the xe 
for Truth that is ſet on work by 
ſuch morives, is a ſpark of that fire 


thatis from beneath : *Tis dangerow 
to 
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to a mans ſelf , and to the publick 
weal of the Church, and mankind. 
Burt the man proceeds, and is 
(.3.') Very much concern d to de- 
fend, and propagate bu Faith; and the 
Phariſees were (o in relation to 
theirs, Mat. xxiii. 15. and ſo have 
been many Profeſlors of all the Re- 
ligions that are, orever were. Men 
natarully love their own Tenents , 
and are ambitious to mould others 
jkdgments according to theirs. There 
is glory in being an inſtrufter of 
other men; and turning them to 
Our ways, and opinions : fo that here 
1s nothing yet above Nature ; no- 
thing but what may be found in 
BO that ſeek, and are //ut ont. 
ut, 
(4+) Faith works greater effects 
than theſe, and Men offer themſelves 


to Martyrdom for it, This,0ne would 
wy F 2 think 
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think, ſhould be the greateſt height, 
and an argument that all the dif- 
ficulties of the way, are overcome by 
one that is ſo reſolved 3 and thatthe 
Gate cannot but be opened to him, 
And ſo, no doubt, it is, when al 
things elſe are ſutable : But otherwile 
theſe conſequences by no means 
follow. St. Paxl ſuppoſcth that a 
man may pive his body to be burned, 
and not have Charity, without which 
his Martyrdom will not profit, 1 Cor. 
xi11, For one to deny his Religion, 
or what he believes to be certain, 
and of greateſt conſequence, is diſh0- 
nourable and baſe : and ſome outo! 
principles of meer ne:#ral braver) 
will die rather than they will do it; 
, and yet, upon other accounts, bt 
far enough from being beroical) 
virtuous. Beſides, the deſire of the 
glory of Martyrdom, and fo 
; alter 
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afrer it , may in ſome be ſtronger 
than the terrors of Death: and we 
| ſee frequently, that men will ſacri- 
fice their lives to their honoxr and 


reputation ; yea tp the moſt con- 


| Fl temptible ſhaddows of-it. - And 
e fl there is no paſſion in us ſo weak, 
$ | no luſt ſo impotens, but hath, in ma- 


a Þ ny inſtances, prevail'd over che fear 
, Þ of dyiag. Every Appetite hath had 
bh Þ its Mar Drs ; and all Religions theirs _ 


and though a man give his body 
to be burnt for the: beſt, and have 
not Charity , viz. Prevalent love to 
God and Men, it will not ſignihe: 
So that Martyrdom is no infallible 
mark, nor will it avail any thing, 
except ſincere endeavour to overcome 
the greater difficulties, have gone be- ." 
fore it. Thus far Faith may go 
without effe&: and yet one ſtep 


further, Re 
F 3 (5. ) Men 
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» (5+) Men may confidently rely uy- 
on Chriſt for ſalvation, and be firm 
perſwaded that he hath juſtified, and 
will make them happy. They may 
appropriate him to themſelves, and 
be pleaſed mightily in the opinion 
of his being theirs, And yet not- 
withſtanding this confidence, may 
be in the number of thoſe /eeker: 
that ſhall not enter. For Chriſt 1: 
the Author of eternal hfe only 
thoſe that obey bim, Heb. v. 9. and} 
to obey him, is to ſtrive vigorouſh, Þ 
and conſtantly, to overcome all our 
finful inclinations and habits. And 
thoſe that c*/? he will ſave them, 
though they have never ſcrioully (ct 
about this work, deceive chemlſclves 
by vain preſumption, and in effet 
Jay, that he will diſſolve or dilpenlc 
with his Laws in their favour. Fo! 
he requires us to deny our ſelves, 


Mar. viii. 34. To mortifie the body, 
Rom. viii. 13. To love enemies, Mat. 
v.44. To be Meek, Mar. xi. 29. and 
Patient, Jam.v.$. and Humble, Pet. 
v.7. and Juſt, Mat. vii. 12. and 
Charitable, Heb. xiii. 16. aud Holy 
43 be that called u4 ts holy, 1 Pet. 1.15. 
And he hath promilſcd to ſave up- 
on no other terms; For all theſe 
are included in Faith, when 'tis 
taken in the juſtifying ſenſe; and 


df this is the way of Happineſs: It we 
{ walk not in ths, but in the paths 
of our own chooſing, our relying 


upon Chriſt is a mockery, and will des 
ceive us. 

We may indeea be confident, and 
we ought, that he will /ave all thoſe 
that ſo believe as to obey him; bur 
may not truſt that he will ſave us 
except we are ſome of thoſe. To 


r ely «p07 Chriſt for OHY ſalvation, muſt 
4 F 4 Fo follow 
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follow our ſincere and obedient fri 


ving, and not go before it. The mi. 
ſtake of this is exceeding dangerou;, | 
and I doubt hath been facal to ma- 
ny. The ſum is, To rely on Chriſt 
without a reſolute and ſteady endea- 
vour to overcome every fin and 
temptation, will gain us nothing in 
the end but ſhame and diſappoint- 
raent : Fortis not every one that ſaith 
unto bins, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter int! 
beaven, but be that doth the will of 
bis Father which is in keaven, Mat. 
vii.21. The fooliſh Virgins relyed 
upon him, and expected he ſhould 
open to them , Lord, Lurd, open to 


5, Mar. xxy. 11. but. he kept chem 


out, and would not know them, 
V. 11. 


_ Thus of the Firſt imperfect Mark 
of Godlines ; A man may upon the 


- account of meer Nature, arrive -to 4 


D & 
S, 5 
Be to” ».. ts 
* OE, 
pc ER 
: <=, VEL _- - 
wes 2. Os | < 
” bo at ©. _ _ 4 
CASA , 44 LY *s ” = . : o 4 i 
| RT Wt. Zo $I INF, o 
” p l PR : p 


-- 


the mentioned degrees of - Faith ; and 

yet if his endeavours in the pratlice 
s of Chriſtian virtues be not ſutable, be 
will certainly come ſhort at laſt. 


Sncnr; 144; 5 


(ll.) A Man may be very devour, 
A and given much to Prayer, 
be very frequent and earneſt in it ; 
may have the gift of expreſſing him 
ſelf fluently, without the help of 
Form or Meditation: yea he may 
be lo intent and caken up in t 
exerciſes, thax he may as it were be 
raviſh't out of himſelf by the fer- 
yours of his ſpirit ; ſo that he reall 
kindles very high affeftions as W 
in others, as in himſelf: And ye 
if he reſts in this , and ſuch like 
things, as Religion, and reckons that 
he is accepted of God for it; if he 


allow 


\ 
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allow himſelf in any anmortified 
luſts, and think to compound for 
them by his Prayers, he is an ov 
man notwithſtanding , and one of 
thoſe ſeekers that ſhall not be abl: 
to enter. The Phariſees, we know, 
were much given to Prayer : They 
were long in thoſe devotions, and 
very earneſt in them, often repeating 
the ſame expreſſions, out of vehe- 
mence.1gnatius Loyola, founder of the 
\Jeluites, was a man almoſt ec/tatica 
in his Prayers, and Hacket the 
Blaſphemer, executed in the day 
of Qucen Elizabeth, was a perſon 
of Seraphical Devotion , and would 
pray thoſe that heard him even in- 
to. tranſports. Baſilides the cue! 
Duke of Hoſco, is ſaid to have his 
hands almoſt continually lifted up 
in Prayer, except when they wete 
amployed in ſome barbarous and 
__\} 4 | | bloody 
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nd we have 
known and felt one not much uns 
v like him. There are infinite in- 
Wl ſtances in our dayes of this dangerons 
i fort of evil men» 
| And we may learn hence, that 
the greateſt gift of Prayer, and 
earneſtneſs and frequency in it, 1s no 
good mark of Godlineſs, except it be 
attended with ſincere, conftant and 
virtuous endeavours. 

For ſome men have a natural 
ſpice of Devotion in a Religious Me- 
lancholy, which is their cemper ; and 
ſuch have commonly ſtroug Imagi- 
nations, and zealous affetions, which 
when they are heated, flame forth 
into great heights, and expreſſions of 
devotion: The warm phancy furni{h- 
eth words and matter readily and un- 
expeRtedly, which many times Þc- 


pets" in the man a conceir that he 
MY A 
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is inſpired, and that his Prayers are 
the breathings of the Holy Gheſt, 
or at leaft, that he is extraordinari 
aſſiſted by it , which belief kindles 
his affetions yet more, and he i; 
carried beyond himſelf, even into 
the third beavens , and ſuburbs of 
glory,as he fancics, and /o he makes 
no doubt, but that he is a Saint of 
the firſt rank, and ſpecial favorite 
of Heaven, when all this while, he 
may be really a bad man full of 
Envy, and Malice, Pride, and C0 
vetonſne/s, Scorn, and ill Natwre; 
contempt of bis Betters, and diſobedi 
ence to bis Governars. And while it 
is ſo, notwithſtanding choſe gloriow 
things, he is no further than the 
1k Phariſce, Hearty and bumble deſire, 
1 though imperfefily expreſt,and with: 
Ml Out this pomp, and thoſe wonders, 15 
far more acceptable to God, wy 
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delights not in the exerciſes of meer 
Natare, Pfal. cxlvii. 10. but is well 
pleaſed with the expreſſions of Grace 
in thoſe that fear him. 

So that a ſincere and lowly-minded 
Chriſtian that talks of no immediate 
incomes, or communications ; and 
perhaps durſt not, out of reverence, 
truſt to his own preſent conceptians 
in a work ſo ſolemn, bur uſcth the 
help of ſome pious form of words 
ſutable ro his defires and wants, who 
is duly /enfible of his ſins, and the 
neceſſity of overcoming «them; and 
is truly and earneſtly defirous of the 
Divine aids, in orderto it: ſuch a 
one as this Prays by the Spirit, and 
will be aſſiſted by it; while the 
other doth all by meer Nature and 
imitation, and ſhall not hayethoſc 
ſpiritual aids which he never heartily 


deſires, nor intendsto wſe.. 
Jas po This, 


E T0 The WU@ay *\ 

T his, I think, I may tral and 
ſafely ſay : Bur for the Controverſie 
berween: Forms and Conctived Pray- 
ers, which of chem is abſolutely beſt, 
determine nothing of it here. And 
indeed, | ſuppole that in their own 
nature, they are alike indifferent,and 
are more or lels accepted, as they 
partake more or leſs of the Spirit of 
Prayer, viz. of Faith, Humility, and 
boly defire.ot the good thing we pray 
for; and a man may have theſe that 
prays by a Form; and he may want 
them thattakes the other way, and 
thinks himſelf in a diſpenſation 
much above ic. So that my buſinels 
15 not to {ct up one of theſe ways of 
* Devotion againſt theother ; butto 
ſhew, thatthe heights and vebemen- 
ciesot many warm people in their un: 
premeditated Prayers, haye. nothing 
in them ſupernatural or Divine , and 
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, 
conſequently , of themlelves, they 
are no marks of Godlineſs : which [ 
hope no one thinks I ſpeak to dil- 
credit thoſe pious ardours that are 
felt by really devout ſouls, when a Vie 
gorow ſenſe of God, and Divine 
things, doth even ſometimes tran- 
ſport them : Far be it from me to 
deſign any thing ſo impiows ; My 
aim is daly ro note, that there are 
complexional heats raiſed, many times 
by fancy and ſelf-admiration,that look 
like theſe, in perſons who really 
have little of God inthem ; and we 
ſhould take care that we arc not de- 
ceived by them. Thus far alſo thoſe 
may go that notwithſtanding ſhall . 
not enter, [| add, IP - 


SRKCT. 


SscrT. IV, 


(II.) A Man may endeavour ſont 

things likewiſe,and ſo Fs 
#. the laſt ſenſe; and yet for want 
ſome of the mentioned Qualifications 
hs work may 'miſcarry ,. and him{el 
With it, 

(3) Thergis.no doubr, bur chu 
anevil man roay be convinced of his 
fmrand vileneſs,and that even to ar 
28i/b and torment, The Guntiles, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, Ram. 1i. 14. Þhich hat! 
not the Law , ſhew the Works of th 
Law: written in their hearts F ther 
thoughts in the mean time accuſing, i 
excnfing one another. Conſcience of 
ten ſtings and diſquiets the vilel 

finners; . and ſometimes extori 
| From them lamentable confeſFions 0 
their ſins, and earneſt declamationlf * 
"i an © 
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apainſt chem. They may: veep bit- 
terly at cheir remembrance, and be 
under great heavineſs, and dejection 
| upon} their occaſion. They may 
| ſptak vebemently againſt ſin chem» 
'} (elves, and love to have others to 
handle it ſeverely. All chis bad men 
[| may do upon. the ſcore of natural 

ſear, and ſelf love, and the apprebenſi- 
= #n of a ſuture Judgment. And now 
© ſuch convittions Sil naturally beget 
ſome endeavours : A convinced under- 
ſtanding will have ſome influence 
upon the vill and affefFions. The ning 
in the anregenerate, may luſt again 
the fleſh , as that doth againſt i. 

Sothat (2.) ſuch a meer animal 
man may promiſe X and purpoſe , and 
endegvorr in ſome pretty conſidera” 
ble meaſure, but then, he goes not 
28; full reſolucion, but wavers, _% 
an Fo f agalns =» 
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and lets thelaw of the members, tha 
of death and fin,to prevail over him, 
Hlis endeavour is remiſs, and conſe- 
quently inefe tual, it makes no 
conqueſts, and will not fignifie, He 
fins on, though with ſome regret , and 
his very unwillingneſs to (in , while 
he commits it,is (ſo far from leſſening, 
that it ag gravates his fault : It argues 
that he fins againſt conſcience, and 
convifion , and that /in is firong 
and reigns. | 

*Fis true indeed St. Paul, Rom.7, 
makes ſuch a deſcription ſecming}y 
of bimſelf, as one might think con- 
cluded him under this ſtate; He 
ſaith, verſ. $8. That ſin wrought i 
bim all manner of concupiſcence : veil. 
9. That fin revived, and he died : yell, 
14. That be Was carnal, and agaii, 
ſold under fin, verſ. 20. That ſil 
WW #Þelt. n bim, and wrought chat my 
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be would not: verl. 23. That the h 
of bis Members led bim into captivity 
to the law of fix: and verl. 25. That 
be obeyed the law of fin. 

If this be ſo, and St. Paul, a: re- 
generate man, Was in this ſtate, it will 
follow, that ſeeking and feeble endea- 
your, that overcometh no difficuley; 
may yet procure an eutrance ; and: 
| he that is come hitherto, viz, to en- 
Þf 4eavour, is ſafe enough though he do 

notconquer. 
= This 0bjefion prefſerh not only 
againſt cis bead , bur apainſt my 
BE whole Diſcourſe , and the Text it 
ſelf Therefore to anſwer it, I ſay; 
That the Apoſtle here is not to be 
underſtood of bimſclf , bur hegdes _ 
(cribes the fate of an aver ate 
nar though he ſpeaks in t firſt = 
perſon, a' Figure that was ofdinary' _ 
with” this: Apoſtle, and- frequent 
i G 3, c0oughy 
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enough in common ſpeech : Thus 

we ſay, Jamthw, and thus, and did 
fe, and ſo, when we are deſcribing 
a ſtate, or ations in which per- 
haps we in perſon are not con- 
cerned. 

- In this ſenſe the beſt Expoſitors 
underſtand theſe expreffions, and 
thoſe excellent Divines of our own, 
Biſhop Taylor, and Dr. Hammond, 
and others have noted to us, That 
this deſcription is dire&ly contrary 
to all the Charatters of a regeneratt 
man, given elſewhere by this, and the 


| -ther Apoſtles. As he is ſaidto be 


dead to ſm, Rom. vi. 11. Free fron 
fin, and the ſervant of Righteouſneſs 
Rom vi. 18. That he Þalks not aftt! 
the fliſh, but af ter the Spirit, Rom. 


- Viii;n, Lhat the law of the Spirit o 
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viii. 2. That he overcemeth the world» 
Joh.5- 4+ He ſinneth not, 1 Joh iii.6* 
He. bath crncified the fleſh with its af- 
feBions and lufts, Gal. v. 24. Which 
Charafters of a truly regenerate per- 
ſon, if they be compared with thoſe 
aboye-ciced out of Rom. vii. it will | 
appear, that they are as contrary, as 
tis poſſible co ſpeak; and by this, 
'tis evidentthat they deſcribeche tvs 
contrary ſtates. 
For can the regenerate be full of 
ff all manner of concupiſcence, and at the 
lame time be crucified to the fleſb, 
and ill affeflions and lufts? one, in, © 
whom /m revives while he dies; and” 
yet one that is dead to ſin 2 carnal,ang + 
yet not walking after the fleſh, hut afr 
ter the Spirit ? ſold under ſm, and 
yet. free from ſin ? Having. ſin dwelt: 
ling -in bim; and a captive to. ſm; 
and obeying the law of ſm; and Fa -- 
G 3 ree "4 
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free from the law of ſin and death? 
How can theſe things conſiſt 2 To 
tell us, *Tis ſo, and "tis not ſo, and 
to twiſt ſuch contradifiions into Or- 
thodox Paradoxes, are pretty things 
to pleaſe Fools and Childrer ; bur the 
wiſer ſort care not for ſuch ridales, as 
are not ſenſe. 
| chink *tis evident enough then, 
that the Apoſtle in that miſtaken 
Chapter, relates the feeble, - impotent 
Condition of one that” was convinced 
and ftrove 4 little, but not to purpoſe. 
And if we find our ſelves com- 
priſed by that deſcription, though we 
may be never ſo ſenſible of the evi 
and danger of a ſinful conrſe , and 
may endeavour ſome ſmall matter , 
bur without ſucceſs, we are yet'un- 
der that\ evil] and obnoxious to that 
Wt. 4enger* For hethat ftrives in earnefh, 
Wl conquers at loft, and advanceth ſtill, 
> "TY _ .chovgh F 
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ance- So that if we endeavour and: 
gain nothing, our endeayour is pec-, 
- | cant, and wants Fath or Prayer for 
; | Divine aids, or conſtancy, or vigor ; 
: | andfo, Though we may ſeek, we ſhall 
; | ot be ableto enter. 

But (3) An Imperfeft ftriver may 
overcome fin in ſome Inſtances, and 
yet in that do no great matter nei- 
ther, if he lies down and gocs no furs 
ther : There are /ome ſ1ns we outs 
grow by age, or are indiſpoſcd to 
them by bodily infirmity, or diverted 
by occaſions , andic may be by other 
lins; and ſeme are contrary to world- 
ly Intereſts, to -Qur credit, or health, 
or profit . and-when we have been 
In-any; great degree prejudiced: by 
themin theſe, we fall our withi.choſe 
lins, and ceaſe from them, and {o 
by reſolution and diſuſe, we maſter 
3s if G 4 them 
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them at laſt-fully : which , if we 
went 'on, and attempted upon all- 
the reſt, were ſomething : But when 
we ſtop ſhore in theſe petty vieo- 
14es, Our general /iate is not altered, 
He that conquers ſome evil appetites, 
is yet a ſlave to others, and though 
he hath prevailed over ſome difficul- 
ties, yet the main ones are yet be- 
hind. 

Thus the imperfe& ſtriver mas 
Kers, it may be, his beaſtly appetite 
co imtemperate drinking, bur is yet 
under the power of love of Riches, 
and vain pleaſure, He cealeth from 
open debauchery but entertains ſpiri- 
tual wickedneſs in his heart: He 
will not Swear, but will backbite and 
rail; He will not be Drunk, but 
will-damn a man for-not bei ng of by 
opinion: , He: will not prophane the 
| Sabbath, but will &frayd his Neigh- 
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[- we reſt in them, are as good as noue' »- 
1 | at all. Then fhafl 1 not be aſhamed, * 
- »hen I have regard 'f0 all thy ( om- $4. 


maidments , ſaith the Kingly Pro- 


pher, P/al. cxix. 6. *Tis ſhameful to 
give off, when our work is but balf 
done; what we do, caſts the great- 


er reproach upon us for 'what we 
omit, To ceaſe to be p ophane , 18 
ſomerhing as a paſſage, but nothing 
for «n end. We are not Saints as ſoon 
as we are civil, *Tis not only groſs 
ſins that are to be overcome. 

bages of [an is death , - not ony of 
the great and capital, buy of the 
ſmalleſt, if they are indulged. The. 
Phariſee applauded himſelf, that he 
was not like the Extortioners, Adue 
terers, and unjuft, nor like the Pubs 
lican, that came to pray with bun 
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never the more juſtified. The un- 
wiſe Firgins were no profligate livers, 

and yet they were ſþut ont. 
-. He that will enter, muſt ſtrive a- 
gainſt every corrupt appetite and 
inclination. A leſs leak will fink a 
Ship, as well asa greater, if no carc 
be taken of it. A Con/umption will 
kill, as well as the Plague, yea 
foretimes the leſs Diſcale may in 
- the eventprove more deadly, than 
- - the greater; for ſmall diſtempers 
maybe neglected, cill they become 
curable, when as the great ones 
awaken us: to ſpecdy care for ae 
medy. A ſmall hurt in the finger 
ſlighted, may prove a gangreen, when 
a:great wowundin the bead, by ſealona- 

ble applications is cured. 

+.*T1s unſafe:then to. content our 
ſelves with'thi, that OUT ſinsare not 
foul and great, thoſe: we account " 
| tle 
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owinieſs. 
tle ones may prove 28 fatd, yeat 


are | ſometimes more dangerow'? 
For we are apt to think .chem noxe 
at all, or Venial infirmities that may 
confift with a ſtate of: grace, and 
Divine favour, we excuſe and 
make Apologies for them, and fan» 
cy that Hearing, and Prayer, and 
(onſeſin are atonements enough 

r theſe, Upon which accounts I 
am apt to believe, that che leſs 
notorious. Yices have ruined as ma- 
ny as the greateſt Abominations. 
Hell doth not conſiſt only of Drun- 
kards, and Swearers, and Sabbath- 
breakers: No, the demure Phariſee, 
the plaufible FHypocrite , and: formal 
Profeſſor, have their place alſo in 
that lake of fixc, The great impi- 
fties do ofcen- ſtartle and awaken 
conſcience, and beger ftrong con» 
vitions , and-ſo ſometimes co 
ATTY Iciv- 
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reſolution , and vigorous ftriving, 
while men hug themſelves in their 
leſſer pns, and carry them unre- 
pented to their graves. 
". The ſum is, We may overcome 
fome fins, and turn from the groſſe 
fort of wickedneſs, and yet if we 
endeavour not to ſubdue the reſt, 
weare ſtill in the condicion of av 
regentracy and death, and though 
we thr ſeek, we ſhall not enter. 
(4. ) 4 Man may perform many 
duties of Religion, and that with rt 
bh and delight, and yet miſcarr), 
As, 
1.) He may be earneſt and /wiſt 
to bear, and follow Sermons con- 
ſtancly from one place vo anothe!, 
and be exccedingly pleaſed and al- 
cd with the Word, and yet be 
an evil Man , and in a bad ſtats 
Herod heard John Baptiſt gladly 
2b Mark 
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Mark vi. 20. and he that received 
the ſeed into ſtony places, received 
ic joyfully, Mat. xiii. 20. Zeal for 
bearing doth not always ariſe from 
a conſcientious delare to learn, in or- 
der-to prafiiſe, but ſomerimes ic 
proceeds from an itch afrer novelty 
and notions, or an ambition to be 
famed for Godlineſs, or the impor- 
tunity of natural conſcience, that will 
not be ſatisficd except we do ſome- 
thing - or a defire to get matter co 
feed our opinions, or to furniſh us 
with pious diſcourſe ; I ſay, earneſt- 
neſs to bear ariſeth very often from 
ſome of theſe; and when it doth 
ſo, we gain bur little by it ; yea, we 
are dangerouſly tempted co cake 
this for -an infallible token of our 
daintſhip and ſo to content our {elves 
with this Religion of the ear, and 


to diſturb every body with _ 
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bundance of our diſpates and talk, 
while we negle& our own ſp 
rits, and .let.our unmortified affeftion 
and inclinations reſt in-quiet, under 
_ the-ſhadow of theſe ſpecions lervices, 
- So. that when a great affeSion to 
bearing | ſeileth upon an evil man, 
is odds bur it doth him burt ; It 
pufſs him up in the conceit of his 
Godlineſs, and makes him pragms- 
tical, rroubleſome, and cenſorious , Fic 


turns: his: food into poyſon: Among 
bad men, thoſe are certainly the worſt, 
that bave an opinion of their being 
godly ; and ſuch are thoſe chat have 
itching ears, under the power of v6 
tions babits and inclinations. An ear- 
net diligent -hearer then , may be 
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WT nc of thoſe who. ſeeks, and is (þut 

my ow. And ſo may 

WE _ (2-) He har Fafts,much, and 

WE. /everch: The Jews were _—_ 
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ly given to faſting, and they were 
very ſevere in it. They abſtained 
u | from all chings pleaſant to thera; 
r | and pur on ſackcloth, and ſowre looks; 
5. | andmonrned bitterly, and hang down 
0 the head, and ſate in aſhes, ſo that 
, | onemight have taken thele for very 


It boly, penitent, mortified people, that 
5 If had a great antipathy againſt their 
- I fins, and abhorrence of themſelves for 
© them: And yer God complainsof 
| fl theſe frrifÞ, ſevere Faſters, Zach.vit.s. 
; Wl That they did not Faſt unto him ; but 
Bf faſted for rife and debate, Iſa.lviii.q. 
I Their Faſts were not ſuch as be'bad 
fl choſen, to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, 


to undo: the heavy burden ; and to let 
the oppreſſed free, verl. 6. Bur they 
continued, nocwithſtanding- their 
Fafts , and Gods admonitions by 
his Prophets, to oppreſs the widow, 


and fatherleſs, and poor, Zach. _ 3 
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. . Thus meer. natural and evil men 
ſometimes put on the garb of Mor 
reve , and exerciſe rigors upon 
heir bodies, and external perſons, 
inexcbange for the indulgences they 
allow their beloved appetites ; and 
while the ſtri& Diſcipline reacheth 
no further, though we keep days,and 
foſt often, yet this will not put us 
beyond the condition of the Phe 
riſee, who faſted twice in the week, 2 
himſelf boaſted, Luke xviii. 12- 
And, 

(3-) 4n imperſeft ſtriver may 0t 
very much given to pious and religh 
ous diſcourſes : He may love to 
talking of Divine things ; eſpecial) 
of the love of Chriſt to ſinners, whici 
he may frequently ſpeak of wit! 
much earneftneſs and affe tion , and 
have thar dear. name always at his 
tongues end. to begin and cle/e : 
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his ſayings; and to fill up the 
yoid places, when he wants what 
to ſay next : and yer this may bea 
bid man, who never felt thoſe Di- 
vine things he talks of ; and never 
byed Chrift heartily, and as he 
ought, Fre. £1 

'Twas obſerved before, that there 
are ſome who have a ſort of Devont- 
weſe, and Religion in their particular 
Complexion; and if ſuch are talke- 
tive (as many times they are) they 
will cafily run into ſuch diſcourſes, 
as agree With their temper, and take 
pleaſure in them for that reaſon; 
and for this alſo , becauſe they are 
apt to gain us reverence , and the 
oood opinion of thoſe with whom 
we converſe. And ſuch as arc by 
dature diſpoſed for this faculty, may 
eaſily get it by imitation and remem- 


brance of the devout forms they hear, 
H and 
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 andread: ſothar there may be no- 
thing Divine in all cb#, nothing, 
bur what may conſift wich anmorti- 
fied luſts , and affcRions : And £N 
gong? {uch talk carneſtly of che 
love of Chrift, and expreſs a mighty 
love to bis name, yet this may be iN 
too Without any real conformity 
unto him in his Life, and Laws. The 
Jews ſpoke much of .2/oſes, in him 
they believed, and in him chey tr 
ed, John V- 45» His name was a ſweet 
loundto their cars , and 'was very 
pleaſant pag their tongues; and yd 
they hated the Spirit of Moſes , and 
had no loye to thoſe Laws of his, 
which condemned _ their wicked 
- actions. And we may ſee how mi 
3 «Dy; of thoſe love Chrift, chat ſpeak 
I acn,. and affeQionacely of him, 
* by obſerving how they keep bs 
Fommandments,: John xiv, 15. clpe- 
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 f cially thoſe of meekneſs ; merey , and 
| verſa ove. 

Thus imperfe# flrivers may ims 
ploy themſelves in the external offi 
« of Religion : I have inſtanced 
only in Three, the like may be ſaid 
of the reſt, And to this, I add, 
Thar! they ray not only exerciſe 
thermſelyes in the eutÞard mattefs of 
duty,bue may arrive to ſome things 
that are accounted greater beights,and 


are really more, and ſpiritual, and re- 
fined, To inſtance, 


Sue ti Ve. 


(1.) 4; Y Hey may have ſome love to 

God, Goodneſs , and good 
men. The Soul naturally loves beas- 
ty, and perfet3ion, and all mankind 
apprehend God, co be of all Beings, 
the moſt beawtifnl, and perfett, - 
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therefore muſt needs have an intel- 
leftual love for him : The reaſon 
that that love takes no hold of the 
paſSions in wicked men, is, partly be- 
cauſe they are diverted from the 
thoughts of Him , by the objeftsof 
ſenſe ; but chiefly, becauſe they con- 
ſider him as their enemy, and there- 
fore can have no complacency, or d:- 
light in him, who they think bath 
nothing but thoughts of enwity, and 
diſpleaſure againſt them. Bur it 
once they cometo be perſwaded (4 
many times, by ſuch falſe marks, 4 
I have recited, they are) that God is 
their Father, and peculiar Friend; 
that they are his choſen, and his a 
lings, whom he loved from eter 
ty, and to whom he hath' given h! 
Sen, and his Spirit, and will gift 
Himſelf, in a way of the fulleſt co- 


Joyment : Then, the Love ay 
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fore was only an effeem in the under- 
anding "doth kindle in the affe ions 
b the help of che conceit of Gods 
loving them ſo dearly , and the paſſion 
thus heated, runs out, even into /e- 
=w_ , and rapturons Devotions , 
while yet all this, is but meer animal 
love, excited chiefly , by the love of 
ogr ſelves, not of the Divine Perfe- 
Fiens. And it commonly goes no 
further, then to earneſt expreſſions 
of extraordinary love to God in 
our Prayers, and Diſcourſes, while ic 
appears not in any ſingular obedience 
to his Laws, or generous, and univer- 
[/ love to mankind : which are 
the ways whereby the true Divine 
Love is expreſt; for, 1his « the tove 
of God, that we keep his Command: 
ments, (aich the Apoſtle, 1 John v- 
3- And as to the other, thus, If we 
love one another, God dwelleth in * 
ces an 
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and bus love is perfeBledin us, 1 John 

Iv. 12. And en the contrary , If « 

man ſay, I love God, and hateth bi 

. brother , he is a lyar, John iy. 20, 

( harity then, and univerſal obedienc 

are the tre arguments, and exprel- 
ſions of our love to God; and the 
ſuppole a viftory over corrupt incli 
nations, and ſelf-will, But the other 

love which ariſeth from the concei 

of our ſpecial dearneſs to God upon 
inſufficient grounds ; that goes n0 
further then to ſome ſuavities, and 
pleaſant fancies within our ſelves; 

and ſome paſſionate complements of 

the Imagewe have ſer up in our imt 
ginations. This Love will conill 
with Hatred, and contempt of all chat 

| are not like our ſelyes; yea and it 
| Will produce it : thoſe poiſonous 
|| - fruits, and vile affetions may Þ* 
LE ; © L raged, and cheriſh'd under - 
0902. RIES 50 
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that ch 
Godin evil men: Bur while (elf-loye 


isthe only motive, and the more pre- 
went paſſion, it {ignificth nothing 
totheir advantage. 

And as the wnperfeft ftriver may 
have ſome love to God, fo he may te 
piety and vertue : every man loves 
theſe in Idea. The vileſt ſinner takes 
partin his affe&ions with the Vertu- 
ous and religious, when he feeth 
them deſcribed in Hiſtory or Roe 
mance; and hath a deteſtation for 
thoſe, wha are character'd as impious 
and immoral. Yertue is a great Beau- 
ty, andthe mind is taken with it, 
While 'tis conſider'd at a diſtance, 
and Our corrupt interefts,and {enſual 
&Hefions are not concern'd. 'Tis 
Theſe that recommend ſin to our 
love, and chaice,while the mind ftands 
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ſerve the Law of God, but with th 

 fleſhthelawof fin, Rom. vii. 25. So 

that moſt wicked men , that are not 

degenerated into meer Brutes, hayc 

this mental and intefe$ual love to 

goodneſs : That is, they approve, and 

bke it in their minds, and would pra- 

Aiſe icalſo, were it not for the pre 
valent biaſs of fleſhand ſenſe. 

And hence it will follow like- 

wile, That the ſame may approve 

and reſpef# goodmen , They may re 

verence and loye them for their Ch 

rity, Humility, Fuftice , and Tempt 

rance , though themſelyes arc per- 

ſons of the contrary (Character ; yt 

they may have a great and ardent 

aftc&ion for thoſe that are eminent: 

ly picus and devout, though they ate 
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in the meer natxral man , who'is 
under the dominion of vile inclinati= 
t If 15, and affections ; and therefore 
this is no good mark of godlineſs nei- 
ther. Our bye to God and goodneſs 
will not ſtead us, except it be prev» 
lent. And as the love deferibed-may 
be natural , and a meer animal man 
may arrive unto it : So, 

(11.) He may to an extraordina- 
ry atal for the ſame things that are the 
objects of his love. Hot tempers are 
eager, where they take either kind- 
neſs or diſpleaſure. The natural man 
that hath an animal loys to Religion, 
may be violent in ſpeaking, and aCt- 
ing for things appertaining to it. If 
his ternper be devotional and paſſions 
ate, he becomes a mighty zealot, and 
fillsall places with the fame of his 
godlineſs :- His natural fire moves this 


Way , and makes a mighty _ 4 


' | Abah wasvery zealous, and 'tis like 
*wwas not only his own intereſt tha 
made him fo , 2 Kings x. 16. The 
Phariſees were zealous people, and 
certainly their zeal was not always 
perſonated , and pur on, but real: 
Though they were Hypocrites, ye 

were ſuch, as, in many thingy, 

deceived themſelves, as well as others, 
They were zealows for their Trodits 

ens, and they beliey'd "'twas their 
duty tobe ſo. St. Paul while a prre 
ſecutor, was zealous againſt the Di/ 
&iples, and he thought he ought to 
do many things againſt that name. 

And ourSaviour all cha thole 

-  aealows murderers that ſhould kil 

WW his Saints, ſhould think , They 44 

God good ſervice in it, John xvi. % 

8 Bo chat all the zeal of che natural 

Wy manis noe feigning,, and acting of 
Apart;.nor bath.it always evil Ta 
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jets. The Phatiſees were zealous 
againſt the wickedneſs of the Pablis 
cans, and Sinners. Zeal then , and 
that in earneſt for Religion, may be 
in bed men. Buc then, this is tobe 
noted ,- thas 'tis commonly about 
opinions, or external rites, and uſages, 
and ſuch matrers as appertain to firf 
Table Duties , while: uſually che 
ſame men are very cold, in'reference 
to the Duties of the Second : And 
when zeal is partiel, and ſpent about 
the little things that tend not to the 
overcoming the difficu/ties of our 
way, or the perfecting of bumane n«- 
tare, *tis a mcer animal feryour , and 
ho Divine Fire. And the natural many 
the ſeeker that ſhall not enter, may 
grow up to another height that _ 
Jooks gloriouſly, and ſeems to ſpeak+ - 
mighty things. As, Fo 
(I.): He may have great anſ 
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in religious meditations , and that evn 
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to rapturous exceſſes, He may take 
theſe, tor ſweet communion with Gd 
and the 1095 of the Holy Ghoſt, 2nd 
the earneſt of Glory, and be litted up 
on high by them, and inabled tt 
ſpeak in wonderful raviſhing ſtrains, 
and yet notwithſtanding be an evi 
man, and in the ſtate of ſuch a' 
ſhall be ſhut our. 

For this we may obſerve , Tha 
thoſe whoſe complexion inclines them 
to devotion , are commonly much 
under the power of melancholy ; and 
they that are ſo, are moſtly very v« 
rious in their tempers; ſometimes 
merry, and pleaſant to exceſs, and 
then plung'd as deep into the othe: 
extreme of ſadneſs, and dejection: 
one while the ſpeet humours enliven 


- the imagination , and preſent it 
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agreeable, And then, the black blood 

ſucceeds, which begers clouds, and 
darkneſs, and fills the fancy with 
things frightful, and uncomfortable. 
And there are very few but feel ſuch 
varieties in a degree inthemlelves. 
Now while che. /weer blood and b4- 
-mours prevail , che perſon whelc 
complexion inclines him to Religi- 
on, and who hath arrived to . 
degrees newly diſcours'd of (though 
2 meer natural man) is full of in- 
ward delight , and ſatisfaction; and 
lancies at this turn, that he is much 
in the favorr of God , and a ſure 
beir of the Kingdom of Glory; 
which muſt needs excite in him ma- 
ny luſcious , and pleaſant thoughts: 
and theſe further warm his 1magine- 
tion, which, by new, and taking ſug- 

peſtions till raiſeth the affections 


more; and lo the man is as IC Were _» 
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tranſported beyond himſelf, and 
ſpeaks like one dropt from the clonds 
His tongue flows with Ligbt, and 
Glories, and (ommuniox , and Reve- 
lations, and Incomes ; and then, be- 
lieves that the Holy Ghoſt is the 4 
thor of all this, and that God isi 
bim of « truth, in a ſpecial way of M«- 
niſefation, and voneh/afement, This 
is one of the greateſt Heights of the 


Animal Religon , and many times it 


proceeds from nothing more D' 
vine. For when melancholick vapouts 
prevail again, the imagination is ovtr- 
cet, and the fancy poſleſt by diſmal 
and #ncomfortable thoughts : and the 
man; whoſe head was bur juſt be 


E: fore among the ( londs,is now grove 


S ling inthe Ds. He thinks all is 


> Jett, and his condition miſerable; 
| | 5% is acaſi-away, and undene , when 
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your heis juſt where he was before, 
orrather in a better ſtate , ſince *ris 
better to be humbled with reaſon, 
then to be lifred up without ir. Such 
effefts as theſe do mcer natural paſ- 
fiens and imaginations produce, 
when they ate tinRured and heights 
ned by religious melancholy. T'o deny 
ones [elf , and to overcome ones paſſis 
ons, and to live in a courſe of a ſober 


_g much more Divine, then aff 
this. 

'Tis true indeed, and I am far 
from denying it, that holy men feel 
thoſe joys ie communications of the 
Divine Spirit which are 1 fancies ; 
and the Scripture calls them great 
peace, P(. cxix. 165. and joy in be- 
lieving, Rom. xv. 13- and the peace 


of God that paſſeth all underſtanding, - 
Phil. iv. >. Bur then , chele Divine. _ 
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ecſtatical. They are no ſudden flaſhes 
that are gone in a moment, leaving 
the ſoul in the regions of ſorrow, 
and deſpair ; buc ſober laſting com: 
forts, that are the rewards and r: 
ſults of vertue ; the rejoycings of a 
good conſcience, 2 Cor. i. 12. and the 
manifeſtations of God to thoſe rar; 
fouls, who have overcome theovil 
of their natures, and the difficulties of 
the way, or are vigorouſly preſſmg on 
towards this mark, P11, iii. 1 4+ But 


for ſuch as have only the form: 


the /weets they talk o 


line(s, Ihave mentioned , whil 
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are but tht 
nagery of dreams , and the pleaſan 
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| S3CT. vb. 
TJ us I have Chewn how far 


the meer Animal Religion may 

0, in imperfeft firiving. And now 
mult expe& ro hear © 
- (i.) Thatthis is very ſevere, wn- 
comfortable DoErine ; and it one 
that ſhall eventually be ft ont, 
may do all this, what ſhall become 
of the generality of Religious men 
that never do /o much? And if af 
this be ſhort, what will be available ? | 
whothen ſhall be ſaved? 

To which I Anſwer, That we 
arenot to make the meaſures of Re- 
ligionand Happine/s our ſelves ; but 
to take thoſe that Chriſt Jeſus hath 
made for us: And he hath cold us, 
That except our Righteouſneſs excees 


x; Mitbe Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 3 
| | Rig ſ i þ Phar jſees, ; _ 
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Phariſees, Þe (hall in n0 wiſe enter 
into the Kingdom of beaven , Mat. 
V-20. Now the Scribes and Pha 
ſees did things in the way of Reli- 
gion, that were equalto allthe par: 
ticulars I have mentioned, yea they 
went beyond many of our gloriow 
Profeflors,who yct think themſelves 
in an bigh form of Godlineſs. They 
believed their Religion firmly , and 


Prayed frequently and fervently, and 
Faſted ſeverely, They were x4, 


and in mal 
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eune of cheir ſuppoſed greater Ho- 
leſs and Purity. Theſe were heights 
to whichthe Phariſees arrived; and 
a good Chriſtian muſt exceed all 
this: And he thac lives in- a ſober 
aurſe of Piety, and Yertne ; of ſelf 
Government, and humble ſubmiſſion 
to God, of obedience ro his Superi- 
ore, and Charity to his Neighbonrs ; 
He doth reafly exceed it, and ſhall 
enter, when the ocher ſhall be ſuc 
ont. Sothat, when our Saviour ſaith, 
that the Phariſaick Righteouſneſs 
muſt be exceeded,che meaningis nor, 
Thar agreater degree of every thing 
the Phariſees did, is neceſſary ; bur 
wemult do that which in the nature 
and kind of it is better and more acs 
ceptable to God, viz. That whereas 

Fihey placed their Religion in ſtrit3 

i Faſtings, and. nice obſervacions'of =: 

MFeftivals, in bndan tre we 
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and zeal to get Proſelites . we ſhould. 
place ours,in ſincere ſubjefions of our 
Pills rothe will of God, in imitation 
of thelife of Chriſt, and obedience of 
his Laws; in amending the faults of 
our natures and lives; in fabdving 
our paſſions, and caſting out the | 
habits of evil: Theſe are much be- 
yond the Religion of the Phanatick 
Phariſee : Not in ſbew and pop ; but 
m real worth, and divine eſteem, So 
that, upon the whole, we have no 
reaſon to be diſcouraged, becault 
They chat do fo much are caft out 
ſince, though we find not thoſ: 
beats, and ſpeciows things in our lelys 
 whichwe obſerve in them, yeril 
© = Weare more meek , and modeſt, and 
A patient and charitable,and bumble and 
aſt, ourcaſc is better ; and we hai 
| the Power of Godlineſs, when cheil 
but che For», And ve, who 
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They- accounted aliexs and evemies, 
ſhallencr; white they, the preſumed 
friends and domeſlicks, ſhall be ſhat 
Out, 

But (2.) I expe it ſhquld be a- 
gain ObjeQed againſt this ſeverity 
of Diſcourſe, That our Saviour 
laith, Mat.xi. 20. That his yoke # eaſic 
and bis burden is light : which place 
ſeems to croſs all that hath been 
laid about the Difhculcies. of Reli- 
gion. And 'tis true it hath ſuch an 
arance, but 'tis no more : For the 
words look as croſs tothe expreſſis 
ons of the ſame Divine Author, con- 
cerning the ftraightneſs of the Gate, 

and narrowbneſs of the Way, as to any 
thing I have delivered from t 2 
infallible ſayings. Thercfore to. 16 
move rhe ſemblance of contrariety, 
which the objefied Text ſcems tO _ -* 
have:to thoſe others , and to: my _ > 
"WR 13 Diſcourlo 
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Diſcourſe, we may obſerve] 
That when our Saviour faith, 


that his yoke is eafie, the word we 


eh 
— IO 
4 
## 
hay” 
LES AY 
” 


F;. g 

Wa © 

BO 
Fo 


£ 
5.4 "=" 
. , & 
3 ' 0 
— 
PSY x 
b &F { 
" 3 5% bs 
* SES 
©% - 
Ss 7 


SY 2 x. 7 
"Tn * 
SY I 


read eaſie is xms, which (ignifich 
very good, excellent, gracious ; and the 
meaning, I ſuppoſe is, That his Pre- 
cepts had a native beauty and goodneſs 
in them, That they are congruo 
and /utable ro our reaſonable Ns 
tures, and pt inſtruments to make 
us happy, In which ſenſe, this ex: 
preflion hath no antipathy to the 
Text, or to any thing | have (aid. 
And whereas 'tis added, My Burden 
i light | | think by this, we are to 
underſtand, That his Commands arc 


not-of: that burdenſome nacure, chat 


the Ceremonies of the Jewiſh Law 


; Fg % : were: Thoſe were very cumber- 
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Jorne, and had nothing in their nv 
ture to make .them: pleaſant and «- 
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no expenſive, troubleſome Rites ap 
pendant to it; nor did it require 
any ching bur our obſervation of 
thoſe Laws which ' eternal Reaſon 
obligeth us to, and which of our 
ſelves we ſhould chooſe to live un- 
der, were we freed from the intangle- 
ments of the World, and intereſts of 
Fleſh. So that neither doth this 06- 
{Sion lignifie any thing againſt che 
kope of my Diſcourſe. 
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Crnae, IV, 


IAFERENNCES from 
the Whole, concerning, 
(3 ) The true notion b; 4 

_ flateof Grace and N«- 
ture. (2) T hegreat de/wp 

of Religion to perfect hu- 

mane nature. (3) The 
agreement and oneneſs of 
 Chriſtramty and Moral: 
ty. (4) The method 
of Grace on the ſouls of 
men.(5) T he nature of the 
| * Animal Religion. (6)The 
| Pertaim mark, whereby tl. 
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—_ OHr (7) \ The 
- over of G Sali, and 
the Forms of it. 
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SEcT. I. 


ND now I am at liberty 
to deſcend to the Improves 
menc- of what I have ſaid; andthe 
things I have to add. will 'be com- 
prehended under cheſe two Gene- 
rals (1) Inferences, and a: plain (2) 
Advice in order to pratice. | 
with the Inferences and-(oroflaries 
Ang ariſe fromche whole diſcourſe. 

n 


(1) W, lle&, TThhat 1s 
llthe ſtate of Nature. and what 
el ſtate WIE Ve har ep 
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that tis the great buſineſs of Rel: 
\gion to overcome evd Inclinationg, 
and the prevailing influence of ſenſe, 
and paſſion ,” and = cuſicms and 
ex and worldly affefions; 
Nod hero the 794 Kron, 
conliſts inthe power; and prevaleng 
of Theſe. This is that the Sci 
uy calls the 01d man, Eph. iv.22. 
[The Image of the earthy, 1 Cor.xv, 
Fleſh, Gal v. 17+ Death, Rom. vi 
24+ Darkneſs, John iii. 19. 1 
old leaven, 1 Cor. v. 7, On the conv 
trary, The flate of Grace is a fiatt 
of fmmcere ſtriving againſt them; 
which if it keeps on, - ends in Yifiv 
»-: And this is call'd Converſion; 
Atts iii. 19. and' Renovation, whil 
tisin its firſt motions; And the 
Divine Natare, 2 Pet.i.4 theinglWl 
- of the beavenly, 1 Cor. xv. 20. Tf 
Pic, Gal.y, 16, Light, hots þ 
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't0 Happinets. '122 
8. and Life, 1 Joh. iii. 14. when 
is arriv'd to more compleatneſs, and 
eflion. 
Po our fuller underſtanding 
this, we may conſhhder, That grace 
is taken (1) for Divine favour , 
(2)for Chriſtian Vertue. As ir fig- 
nifies Divine favow, ſoit is uſed, 
(1) Forthoſe helps and aids God 
affords us, viz,the Goſpel, Joh. i. 17. 
and the influences of his Spirit,1 Cor. 
xii.9. In this ſenſe we are deli- 
verd from the /tate of natare by 
Boptiſm, viz. We ate intitled to 
divine helps, which is a kind of 
regeneration, for we are born in a 
condition of impotence , and weak- 
5, and deſtitation of ſpiritual af- 
pſtances ; This is the world of meer 
W nature ;/ But then in Baptiſm, we aſe 
brought into the world of the ſpirit, 
Fthat is, araput under its et ts 
| and, 
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and are: aſſured of its aids, and þ 
{are morally born 4g4in; Not thatthi; 
Regenergtion alone will ſave us, with 
our ouHerideayours ; it Imports on- 
ly-an external relation , and right 
priviledges, and by theſe we maybe 
powertiully ofiſted in our ſtriving 
if we ule them. 

But then (2) Grace too,as it fig 
nihes divine favour, iraplies his 
figl love, and kindneſs, ſuch as he 
vouchlates to holy, and vertuou 
men ; ſo that we may obſervetha 
there may | be. a diſtin&ion berween 
@ ſlate of grace , and a ſlate of 
pation. A ſtate of Grace in the tor 
mer. ſenſe, is a condition afiiſtt 
x the influences of Gods Spirit, and 
ul: baptized perſons are in that. But 
- _ B:they uſe not thoſe bps, rhey at 
| nM in Gods ſpecial favour; and ſo 
| Þotin a ſtate of Salyations But vi 
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and. join'd with . our fincere- endea- 
wr, then the perſon fo uſing 
them, is in aftate of Salvation allo; 
and in Gods ſpecial love and fa- 
your. Thus of the fate of Grate.in 
the firſt ſenſe as taken for divine 
favour. | 
BB (2) The word is allo uſed for 
MB (briftian Vertu, 2 Peter iii. 18, and 
Wertve is call'd grace, becaule 'tis 
Wrought in us by the affiſtance of 
Gods Spirit and the light ofthe Gof- 
pel . which are divine favours; and 
to bein a ſtate of grace in this lenle, 
s'to be a vireuous man, which ſups 
poleth divine aids, and intitles to 
divine love, 
- Theſe things I have taken an oc- 
cafjon thus briefly to Rate; and L 
have. done it, becauſe there is oft- 
times much confuſion in mevs. dil- 
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 . 726 Bye Cay 
| Courſes about Gpice, and Nature, 
- from which mich trouble and ma- 
ny controvetlies have ariſen. And 
by what/l have ſaid alſo in theſe 
brief bias , the Dorine of our 
Church in the- office of Baptiſm , 
may beunderſtoed cleerly, and will 
© _/ appear tobe very ſound and true, 
” notwithſtanding the petty excepti- 
- ens of thoſe , that underſtand nor 
what they lay, nor whereof they 
afhirm. 


IEC:T. 17: 


(ll) | may infer, That the 

; ..þ great deſign of Relt- 
gion and the Goſpel ts to pet- 
rect Humane nature. The per- 
feftion of our natures conſifts ( as | 
have intimated) in. the ſubjefioz , 
and ſubordination of the affeFtions and 


a ns _ MM 


- \. * \ 4 *X . 
" dS #4 % "— i - og 
<7 Av woe” a & . 1 Vs «x "_ 
"4 ; " \ g % Y Fa : o 
Ys @, - Aa. F 7 A SS. 0 £ - - = 
» Oo 7 Y To's 9G S. 2. IF FUE, Fen 
on des IE. SF REN 


y wy - = *% 
. v 14 4 *%s 

: of þ * 
" i oa. 3 7 4 R407 
: y AY. way 5. , 


paſſions to the Mind, as it is inlight- 
wed , and dircted by the divine 
'Lizs, and thoſe of Reaſon. This 
© & the ſtate! of integrity, - in which 
we were firſt made; and we loſt 
It, by the rebellion of- our” ſenſes, 
and inferiour powers, which have 
'plorpt the governmene of us ever 
lince. Here is the imperfeFion, and 
-@rruption of our natures, 1 
> Now Relizion deſigns to remove 
and cure theſe. and to reſtore us; ro 
bur firſt, and happy ſtate. Its 
buſineſs is notto retorm our looks, 
and our language; or to model 
obr aRions, and geſtures into 2 
devour appearance ; not only! to 
ſtrain the -practicc of open pro* 
Phaneneſs,and villany,nor ro com- 
ort'us with the aſſurance of Gpds 
bving us, we know not why: But 
t cure Our ill nature; , - oO govern 
8 4 | - ouc rag 
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Our paſſions ,. to moderate our de- 
fires, to throw out pride and emy, 
and all ancharitable ſurmilals, with 
the other ſpiritual ſorts of wicked- 
nels ; and thereby to make us like 
unto God, in whom therc-is no 
hadow of fin, or imperfetion ; and 
ſo to render us fit objects of his 
delight, and love. 

_ . So that whatever doth not tend 
to make us ſome way or other really 
better : better in our ſelves , and btt- 
tcr in all Relations , as fathers, and 
children, and, buſbands and wives, and 
ſubjefs , and governours , and ueigh- 
bours , and friends, is not Religion; 
It may be a form of Godline/s , but 
tis nothing co the if. and power. 


And where.we (ce not this effett of 
Religion, letthe profeſſor of it bc 
never lo bigh and glorious in bis 
profcfiion » We may yet Fanuck 
Is that 
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bye eicher his Religion is nor good, 
arthat heonly pretends, and really 
Mey It not... 
This Itaketo be a conliderati- 
on of great moment and great cer- 
wnty, viz. That Chriſtian Reli- 
gion aims at the bettering and per- 
fling of our natures. For the things 
t commands relate either to Þ6r- 
"0p, or vertue. The inſtances of 
txternal worſhip are prayer, and 
aſe.both which are high a&s of 
partude and juſtice, andthey fit us 
wor divine blefſings, and keep. us 
inder 2 /enſe of God, and prepare 
W for union with him , Which '1$ 
ne higheſt perfe&ion of which the 
Weature is capable Thus the ont- 
dard acts of worſhip tend to our 
Wppineſs ; and the inÞard do infis 


ly the /ame 
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They are Faith , and Love, and 
Fear, Faith in God ſupports, and 
_ relieves us inall afflitions, and gi- 
| NRreſſes. The love of him is a plea- 
|  Jureand ſolaceto us in allloſles and 
diſappointments ſince he is an ob- 
jet moſt falling , and ſatisfying, 
and one that cannot be loſt, except 
' we wilfully chruſt him from us. 
Fear of God hath no terment, * Tis 
no- ſlaviſh dread of his greatneſs and 
power ; bur a reverence of his per- 
feftiens, and a” lothneſs to offend 
him; andthis di/poſeth us alſo tor] 
the communications of his grace, and 
love,P/Ixxxv.g.Andthis it doth by 
conpruity,and its oÞn nature; which 
is to be laid likewiſe of the others. 
t — So that they would make thole 
- * happy that praRtiſe them; whether 
* they had been poſitively enjoyn'd, a 
or not; And though no expreſs 
"08 rewards 
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> There arc other two as of 
worſhip which Chriſtianity re- 
uires, which are inflituted and pos . 
ſitive., and reſpect Chrift our Lord ; 
They are, the Sacraments, Baptiſm , 
andthe Lords Supper , both. which 
are Holy Rites, of high ſignificati- 
0n; and /eals of an excellent (ove- 
want beeween God and us, afluring 
us"of pardon of fins, and all divine 
favours, upon the conditions of our 
Faith, and repentance; and more 
kmly obliging us to holy obedience, 
and dependance; The only Þay| ut 
Which we can be bappy. Whenee: 
we-ſee briefly, that all che parts of 
$=9rſbip which Chriſtianity binds +. 
{pon us, tend to our perfeftion, © 
 Fana Felicity, IF "pe 
[*Andall the vertyes that it com 
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| > mands, do the ſame, both thoſe 
that reſpe&t us in a perſonal , and 
thoſe others that relate to us as mem- 
bers of Societies. Thus humility T0- 
commended , Mat. v. 3, Meekneſs 
bleft, v. 5. purity, v. 8. are vertues 
that accompliſh our particular per- 
ſons, and make us happy in our 
ſelves. For of Pride cometh ( onten- 
tion, Prov. xii. 10, And a great 
part of our troubles ariſe from ſto- 
Fo machand ſelf-will, all which humi- 
* Llitycures. And meekneſs allo takes 
away the occaſions of the nume- 
rous miſchiefs we run into through 
the rageand diſorder of our pal 
bns., 'and 'tis in it ſelf a great beauty 
and ornament, ſince it ariſeth from 
the due order, and government of our 
faculties, Purity allo,which compre- 
A hends temperance of all ſorts , frees 
7 us fromithetormenting ſpray 4 
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 O0-£r res , that drag us out jo 
'of-our ſelves, and expoſe us to ſin, 
and folly, and tempration, and make 
us exceeding miſerable; beſides 
which it is a perfe&tion, that ren- 
ders us like unto God, and the bleſt 
Pirits of the higheſt rank. And 
Chriſtian veitues do not only 
accompliſh , and make us happy 
in our particular perſons, but in 
the more publique capacity allo ; 
They diſpoſe us 'to a quiet obedt- 
enceto our governours Without ware 
muring , and complaining ; and there- 
by the publique peace is ſecured ;. 
and all good chings elle in that. 

- But there are other vertzes that 
Chriſtianity enjoyns, which have 
a.more direct tendency to the haps 
pineſs of others as Juſtice, Mat.vitkt2e 
Charity, 1 Cor. 13. Loyalty, Roms 
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| -mayzIthink, becomprehended un- 
der theſe. Wherethere is no Juſtice, 
every man preys vpon another, and 
na mans property is ſafe. Where 
(harity is wanting, Jealouſtes , ha- 
ereds, enyyings, back-bitings, and 
cruelties abound, which render 
the world deplorably unhappy. 
Where there is not Loyalty,and con- 
ſcionable ſubmiſſion to Governours , 
| the publiqueis upon every occaſion 
- of commotion, involv'd in infinite 
S miſeries, and diſaſters. So that all 
,. the precepts of our Religion are in 
=” their own nature proper inſtruments 
to make 'ws happy; and they had 
been methods of Felicity to be cho- 
 fen by all reaſonable creatures, 
| - though they had never been requi- 
| ned'by fo great, and fo ſacred an 
 _Authoricy TH 
Thele" things I haye aid, becauſc 
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Fcor not - chook but-take -t 
occaſion to recommend the excel- 
ng, and reaſonableneſs of our Reli- 
gion; AndI have done it but only 
in brief hints, becauſe it ariſech 
but upon a Corollary from my main 
lubjedt, and from this | infer, © 


IB CT, III. 


(ll) bat Chaiſtianity 1s 
the height, and per- x 
fection of mozality. They both 
tend to the real bettering, and ac+ 
compliſhment of humane nature's 
Bur the rules and meaſures of mo» 
ral Philoſophy were weak and im- 
perfe&t till Chriſt Jeſus came; He 
confirmed and enforced all thoſe pre® 
cepts of yertue ; that were written 
-upon our hearts - and cleared chem 
from many corruptions chat- were 
"al . 4. Las Me 
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Trance and vice, the gglofſes of the 
Jews, and falſe conceics of the Gen 
tiles, and he inforced them anew 
by bis 4«tbority, and the knowledg 
be gave of vine aids , and greater 
retards, and puniſhments, then were 
underſtood before ; yea he inlarged 
it in ſome inſtances, luch as loving 
enemies, and forgiving injuries. Thus 
Chriſt Jeſus taught morality, viz. the 
49 of living like men; And the 5. 
Chapter ot Matthew is an excellent 
Lefture of thu kind. 

- .S0 that to dilparage morality , is 
to diſgrace Cbriftianity it ſelf, and 
to. vilific oxe of the ends of Chriſts 
Coming into the world. For all 
| S408, and all duties reſpect either 


' Sgſownupon them, p41 iono- 
c Je 


*  Y86, Our neighbour, or our ſelves, and 
+ The duties that relate to theſe 10 
45 218 Mpral yertues, The wr 
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£ } eSt James counted theſe Morg- 

Ities of viſiting the Widow and Fa- 

therleſs, to be the pure Religion and 
adefiled, Jam. i. 17, And the Pro- 
phet Micah inciraates ,' that thoſe 
more! yirtues of juſtice and mere, 
were ſome of che main things thar 
God required of us, Mich. vi. 8, 
Our Saviour ſaith, that the whole 
Lab is ſumm'd up in theſe two, to 
we God with all our fouls , and 
our neighbour, as onr ſelves, Math. 
NM. 13. which latter contains the 
duties of morality. And chat which 
the grace of God in the Goſpel 
teacheth, according to St Paul is, to 
bpe ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent World, Tis. 11. 11, There 
is 00 godlineſs without morality: All 

the ſraits of the Spirit reckon'd vp 

Gal.v. 22. arc moral. virtues. ' BAS - 
then we arc commanded: 20 199 
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in grace, 2 Pet, iii. 18, vertue is 
, partly underſtood. For one branch 
* of whatiscall'd Grace in us, is moral 
vertue, produced by divine aids, 
Chriſtian priaciples, and incourage- 
ments; thotigh 'tis true, the word 
is extended to thoſe duties that re- 
late immediately to God. allo. 

By which we ſee how ignoranth, 
and dangerouſly thoſe people talk , 
thatdiſparage morality as adull,lame 
thing of noaccount, or reckoning, 
Upon this the Religion of the 29. 
Table is by too many neglected; 
and the whole myſtery of che nev 
gs is lay'd in frequent bearing, 
and deyout- ſeraphick talk, luſcious 
phancies ,' new lights, incomes , ma- 
'Y nifeſtations, ſealings , in-dwellings , and 
> ſuch like. Thus Antinomianiſm, and 
all Kinds of Phanaticipn have madc 
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werality, and men have learnt to 
believe themſelves the choſen, preti- 
w people, while their bearts have 
been full -of malice , and bitterneſs , 
and their hands of violence ,, while 
they deſpiſed dominions, and ſpoke e- 
we of dignities , rebel'd againſt the 
Government, deſtroyed publique 
peace, and endeavoured to bring 
dinto miſery, and confufious. Tis 
this diabolical project of dividing 
morality from Reigion, that hath g1- 
Yeh riſe and: occaſion to all theſe 
Wanies. And while the praQtiſers 
of ſuch things have aſſumed the 
mme of the only godly, Godlineſs it 
RIF hath been brought into di{grace 
dy them; and Atheiſm incouraged 
t ſhewit ſelf, in open defiance t9 
Kelvin. Yea, through the indiſcre- 
tions,” and inconſiderateneſs of ewe 
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' babble of others, and the general 
= 30g of the people to admire 
what makes a great fhew, andpre- 
tends to more then ordinary ſpiri- Þ 
taality ; things are, in many places, | 
come tothat pals, that thoſe who i} 
teach Chriftian vertue , and Religion, 

| 

| 


in plainneſs and famplicity without 
ſenſeleſs Peg, and phantaſtick 
affeftations, ſhall be reckon'd for 
dry moraliſts, and ſuch as under- 
* Aandnothing efthe life, and power 
E of Godineſs. Yea, thoſe people 
have becn (olong uſed to gibberif 
- and canting, that they cannor under- 
> Rand plain ſenſe, and vertue is 
© become ſuch a ſtranger to their 
ears, that when they hear it ſpo- 
ken ofina pulpic, they count the 
- preacher abroacher of new divinity; 
and onethat would teach the va) 
&@: heaven. by Philoſophy ; And hee- || 
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(apes well, if they de nec ſay, That 
heis an Atheiſt, or that he would 
reconcile us ro Gentiliſm, and Heg- 
then Worſhip. The danger and vanie 
tot which ignorant humour , the 
contempt of morality, is apparent in 
the whole ſcope of my Diſcouile, 
and therefore I add no more con- 
c&rning it here ; bur proceed co angs 
ther Inference,which is, Wh} 


SkcT. IV, 


(1V.) That G2ace and the 
few Nature, make their way 
by degrees onthe ſoul ; for che - 
Wficulties will not be removed, or 
the corrupt nature ſubducd all ar, 


wce. Flabits that grow by repeated : 
acts.time, and continuance, will not. - -. 
be expelled in a moment. No man _ 
es {> : 


bp . 2 —_ 
K f * 1 
- 4 " " - $5 "is 7 FOE" \s at Re.” £5 : 


(2. MY 140% 
&2 v3 1 : k5 
"0 OF LOEPES | : p 
. "2 4. "IA "Ty Wa 
, , © , # a. . 
* 


a ſudden. The Path f the inf ſhines 
more and more to a perfeft day, Prov. 
iv. 18. Wedonotjump from dark- 
neſs into full light. Weare not fully 
ſanRified ana converted in an in- 
fant. The day begins in an inſenſi- | 
ble dawn, and S Kingdom of heaven | 

i like a grain of M od ſeed, Mat, | 
xi11.31. It doth not ſtart up pre- | 
{ently to the ſtature of a tree. The || 

- Divine birth begins like the Natu- | 
ral, inan imperfeA embryo 
There are ſome ſeeds a Know- | 
ledge and Goodneſs that God hath |} 
© fown in our natures; theſe are ex-' | 
4 cited: by the Divine Grace and Spi- 
 ritto Can, which proceed to 
VF parpeſer; theſe to reſolutions, and |! 
we pals to abſtinence from all 


groſs fins, andthe performance of out- | 
ward Duties , ene ſo at laſt by de- | 
- þ.. cg to. Hiir attempts; for the. | 
_ R7— "MI c PROEE INTE. ee SI gt MES no 55 F 
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 &flruftion of evil babits and incling- 
tions. When Grace is arrived to 
ths eminent growch, 'tis very Vviſi- 
| ble, as the Plant is when'tis aboye 
the ground : But the beginuings 
of Converſion arc not ordinarily per- 
ceived. "x Be Ton 1h OG 
So that to catechize men about 
the pun&nal time , and circumſtances 
of their C onverſion, is an idle device, 
and a preat temptation to vanity and 
ling. Who can tell the exact mo- 
ment when the night ends,” and the - 
dab enters? *Tis true indeed, the 
paſſage from the exceſſes of Wicked- 
nels, which begins in ſome extraor- 
dinary horrors and convictions, is 
ſometimes very notable ; bur 'cis nor 
not'ſo in .ſ/ or mſt. The time of 
St. Paul's Converſion was eminent, 
but that change was from great 
tontrarieties and miraculous , - and 
' "ny x there- 
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. to be drawn into fie 
inſtance, -Both the beginnings and 
minute -progreſſions of Grace, are Þ 
ulually undilcerned : We cannot ſee 
the: Groſs juſt putting out of the 
earth, or. aRually growing. bur yet 
we find that it doth both. And 
Grace is better known In its fruits, 
than in its riſe. By their Fruits ye 
ſhall know them, ſaith our Saviour, 
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Max. xii, 33. and the ſame way we 


may know our ſclyes. 
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inimnal.as Well as a Divine 
igion; A Religion char is but 


n, nataral fear, and ſelf love. 
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ake thele to be the Saints and good 
grople ; believing all che glorious 
things which they affiime-to them- 
klves : When others , that- know 
them to be envious and malitions, un- 
ut and covetous, proud and wunge- 
Wernable, and cannot therefore look 


on.chem as ſuch cboiſe holy people, 
ae apt to affirm all co, be bypocrifee 
0d feigning, In which. ſenrences, 
hare mittaken for want of knows 
log that there is.a meer Animal Relis 
for, that will produce very ſpeciaws 
and glorious effetts. So. chat though 
the Phariſce Prays vehemently, and 
Haſts ſeverely ,and talks much of the 
ave of God, and delighrs greatly iti 
tearing and pious Difcourle, and 
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calls his conſcience ; yet he is not 
ro be concluded a Saint from bence, li 


becauſe the meer Animal Religionf 


may put it ſelf forth in all theſe ex-i 


preſSions. 


And though this Profeſſor be a 


bad man, proud and covetous , mals 
ciows and cenſorious, ſacrilegious and 
Rebellious, yet we cannot thence be 


aflured that he is an Fypocrite, infh 
one ſenſe, viz. ſuch an one as fig I, 
_ all that be pretends : But we may bei 


lievethat he is really ſo affected with 


Hearing, and Praying, and devout T 
Company, as he makes ſhew, and yet it 


for all chis, not aker our opinion of 


his being an evil man : ſince the N 
Animal Religion will go as far as tieÞþ 


things in which he glories. 


" There is nothing whereby theÞu 


common People are. drawn more 
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e Jakly into the ways of Sets and Se* 
ot Sarations, then by the obſcrvyation 
e, ot the zealand devotion of thoſe of the 
n Bations :; Theſe they take to be Re- 
- iron, and the great matters of Gods 
eſs, and eboſe the religious and only 
2 Fry people. And (o firlt they con- 
| Feive a preat opinion of them, and 
d hen follow them whitherloever 
© Fey lead. For the generalicy of 
1 Wen are tempted into Schiſm and 
Fate, not ſo much by the argu- 
"Wents of Fanaticks, as by the opinion 
[their Godlineſs , which opinion is 
Founded upon thoſe things, which 
Wy ariſe from the meer Animal Re- 
Wn, and very commonly do fo. 
his they underſtand not, and by 
W jenorance are betrayed into. the 
Wre of Separation , to the diftut- 
ance of the Peace of the Church, and 
Fitir own great burt and inconveniense. 
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Whereas could they be made tofly 
know and conkider that complexion 
and natural paſſions may bring forth 
all theſe fruits, they might be- lecuredfſþ 
by this means againſt the temptingſſ 
impotare and learn that Meekne(s}f 
and Patience, Afﬀability and Charity, 
Juſtice, and a Peaceable, humble tem-fl 
per,are better arguments of Saintſhipih 
than all theſe. Thus a great miſchief 
might be prevented ;_ and there is 
another allo that might be remedied 
by the /ame Obſervation : The in-fi 
convenience 1s this, p 
While the enemies of FaRtionsh 
obje& Hypocrifie tothem, affirmingſa 
thar all they do and ſay, is mcer per/o-fſth 
xating and. pretence ; they confirmijap 
and ſecle thoſe people in their way;Yþ 
for many of ther, know,thar they at h 
”  Inearneftandconſequently that theifhh 
- .  Oppolers aremiſtaken, in their judgh 
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esconcerning them ; by which 

- are - better eſtabliſhc in their 
Wn = opinion, and hardned a» 
conviftion ; whereas did they 
ſider ſuch things as | have ſug- 
fitted; about the Animal Religion, 
anc a gran to them that they may be 
, believe themſelves infinies- 

f, and feel all thoſe Warmths, 
which x74 pretend, and yet be evil 
", and fat enough from being gods 
j Did they ſhew them that all their 
os Devotion , and-more and 

er than theirs, may ariſe from a 
nciple that hath nothing Divene 

x ernatural in it: They would 
pity ſtrike them in the right vein, 

d brin them down from the high 

bcb rene, by cheir falſe marks, 

[ laced themſelves ; and 
weret oy il buſe them, and prevent 
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StCT. VI. 7 


(VI) JAE ſee how we may 

knolv our ſtate} 

Whether it be that of Gzace ant 

Life ; 02 the other Cad one off 

Unregeneracy and Death. The 

fate of Grace is a motion towards theff 

recovery of the Divine Image, and of 

perfet viftory over our ſelves, aud all- 

_ corrupt inclinations and affeRions. The 
Rate of Unregeneracy and Death, is 

the continaance under the power and 

prevalency of ſenſe , paſſion, and evil 

 babits. 

When 'tis a queſtion to our ſelves, 

in which of theſe ſtates we arc; I: 

muſt be ſuppoſed that we are arti-fþ 

\  _ved to ſomething of Religion : For 

-  thegrofly wicked cannot but know Þ* 

* __ Whattheir condition is, And the|* 

oO Re I. "32 0 JOUEP way 
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thers, whoare yet uncertain, is this, 
zz; To take notice, 


a Whether they really deſign, 
and make 
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: any pzogre[ſs it 
# @oodneſg. Every motion indeed 
F cannot be felt or perceived ,; but-if 
he we go on, though: never {o inſen(1- 
tf bly , time will ſhew that we are 
# grown, If we conſider what areour 
i particular defe&s, and ſtudioully ap- 
ply proper inſtruments ro remove 
them , if we find ſucceſs in thoſe,” 
i} indeayours, and that we are better 
[F this year, than we were the former x 
That our Paſſions arc better govern- 
ed, and our inordinate affeftions more 
# reſtrained , and our evil habits and 
_inclinations | leſs powerful with us, 
tis an infallible ſign, that we live and 
2arein a /tate of Grace, that we ſhall = 
-at laſt arrive to a perfett man in Chriſs li 
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"Jeſus, Eph. iv. 13. and ſhall train 
if e faint not, 2 Cor.iv. 1, whereas 
- on the other hand, If we come to 
ſome hopeful pitch , and ſtand ſtil 
there; If /in and temptation be as 
powerful with us now, as they were 
a year ago, and our inclinations and 
\ paſſions jult ar the ſame paſs, we are 
in a bad ſtate, and dead. While the 
Plant grows,it [ives and miay become 
a great tree, though at preſent'it be 
but ſmall: whereas that whoſe ſta- 
rure 15 bigger, and more promiſing, if 
At proceeds not, decaies and. comes to 
nothing. 
Though we are imperfe&, it we 
” are ſiriving andgoing towards per- 
| fe&ion, God overlooks our Infirmi- 
_ fies, and pardons them for Chriſt's 
© fake. This ig our fincerity,and an ef- 
” febb of true Paith. Bur if on the 
| ther hand, wethink our ſelyes vel, 
ig 3 a anc 
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anddo not always attempt for-" | * 
wards, our ſt:te is bad, and our fins _ 
will be impacted : Be our pretences 
' what they: will, our Faith is not 
fmeere, and will nog Read us. 
-When we get to a certain pitch - 
in Religion, and make that our fate, 
tis an argument that our Religion 
was meerly Animal ; and but a mode 
of complexion , ſelf love and naturd 
fear. When we overcome ſome ſins, 
and are willing to ſpare and cheriſh 
others, 'tis a ſign that we are not 
ſmcere in our attemprs upon any, 
and that what we have done; Was 
not performed upon good and divine 
motives. 
Sincerity is diſcovered by growth, 
and this is the ſureſt mark that I 
know of Tryal. So that we have no. 
reaſon to preſume , though , as WE 
think, we have gone a great Þayz 
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if we 20n0t 0n. Nor on the other 
fide, have we any to deſpair, though 
our preſent attainments are but ſmall, 
if weare proceeding. The buds and 
tendereſt bloſſoms of Divine Grace, 
are acceptable to God; when the 
- faireſt leaves of the meer Animal 
Religion are nothing in his. efti- 
mare. 

. This is a great advantage we have 
from the Goſpel , that imperfeQion 
will be accepted, where there is /in- 
cerity; whereas according to the 
meaſures of exact and rigorous Ju- 
- fiicennomancould be made happy 
* inthe high degree of glory, but he 
> thatwas perfet}, and whoſe viferics 
 * Were abſolute, 


SECT: 


SzkcCT, VIL 
(VIE) F T may be colleaed from 


our Diſcourſe, wherein 


? 

ober ail the evils of our Na- 
Cures. The Forms of Godlineſs arc 
' not only in the ceremonies of Worſhip, 
and external a&tions of feigned Pie- 
ty ; But all the fine things of the 
Animal Religion, I have mentioned, 
are of this kind, and they arc the worſt 
ſort : By the groſſer Forms men hard- 
ly deceive others ; by theſe they ef 
tetually gull themſelves. So that 
many that vehemently oppoſe Forms, * 
are the greateſt 'Formaliſts them- > 
ſelves. Forms of Worth 3 
agree with che Power © 
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44-6 as or 2painſt Forms, may 
{  be-a Form: it felf . whatever makes 
 ſhewof Religion, and doth not make 
ps better, that's a Form, atleaſt to us. 
A There are Spiritual Forms, as well as 
© thofrof the other fort, and theſe ate 
molt deadly, Poy/ſon is worſt i in Aqua- 
Fu. He that ſpeaks his Prayers ex 
 fempore with vehemence and lowdneſs, 
| if heſtrive not againſt his il! nature 
3 elf will,s as much a Formalift, 
| as be that tells his Prayers by his 
3 | Beads, and underſtands not one word 
| he ith, And choſe that run away 
om Forms in Churches, meet more 
: þ dangers ones in Barns and private 
* corners... Orthodox Opinions , devout 
Or aſes; ſet Looks, melting Tones , af- 
' felled Sighs,, and velomans Reptures, 
Sk _ meer . Forms of Godlineſs, 
occed' from the Animal Re- 
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"wiſe. O that the obſervers of ſo + 
many motes in their Brothers eyes 
would learn tothrow out the Beams 
of their own ! 

The Form of Godlineſs that pre- 
tends it ſelt to be ns more, is not/o 
burtful; But the Forms , that call 
themſelves the Power , are deadly; 
'Tis the Formality and Superſtition of 
Separatiſts that keeps on the Separes 
tion ; They contend for phancies and 
arbitrary trifles, We for order and 
obedience. The People are abuſed 
by names, and being frighted by che 
ſhadows of Superſtition and Formala- 
&y, they run into the worlt Formality, | 
and fillieft Superſtition in the World. | 
Tbe Kingdom of heaven conſiſts. not-ue | 
weats and drinks, Rom. xiv. 17: ner 
| ther in Circamciſron, nor Mncircums: 
| ci/ron, 1 Cor. vu. 19. NOT in ze4 Ji 
4 for little things, nor gown E | 
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© boththeon 
| Iy formal. 
|  -Thepowerof Religion lies in ufing 
Divine aids heartily and conflantly, 
- in order to the overcoming the 
Difficulties of our Way. This Godli- 
| neſs is not exerciſed ſo much in re- 
| © forming others, as our ſelves: The 
chief deſign is to govern within, and 
not to make Laws for the World 
without us. This is that Wiſdom thatis 
from above, which is pure and peace- 
able, Jam. iii. 17. It makes no noiſe 
and bluſter abroad, but quietly 
minds its own buſineſs at home. 

 . So that certainly the beſt men 
 havenotalways had the greateſt fame 
| for Godlineſs , as the wiſeſt have very 
* Jeldom been the moſt popular. They 
- arethe effe&s ofthe Animal Religion 
+ that make the biggeſt ſbew. The 
| Yoico of true Religion is heard in 
—_—_ | quiee, | 
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ofthe ſtreet. The power of Godlineſs 
is ſeen in Juſtice, Meekneſs, Humility, 


and Charity, things that look not ſo 


ſplendidly as the Spiritual Forms. 
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And thus of the INFERENCES 
and COROLL ARIES that may- be 


drawn from my Diſcourſe ,, which 
though they cannot all be inferred 
from any of its minute and ſepara- 
ted parts, yer they lic in the de- 
fign and comexture of ic, | 


'Cnar, V. 


Prattical » Advice for a 
CONCLUSION. 


W Haſten now to Advice for 
K Pzacfice. The way of Happi- 
nels is difficult , but the difficulties 
may be overcome by ſtriving. A 
| little will not do; many ſeckers are 
 ſput out; what remains chen, but 
| that we perſwade our ſelves to 
- Ffirive, and that diligently, with con» }f 6 
ſtantreſolution and endeavour. 
We were made for Happinels , 
- and Happineſs all the World (ecks : 
© Who will ſhew us any good ? Plal.iv.6. 


A 
Rs ”. 
"1 


+ 18 the: voice of all che Creatures: 
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and ſhadows ; and that ſearch hath 
"fill endedin ſhame and diſappoint- 
ment. Where true ſubRtantial Felitity 
is we know, and the Way we know, 
oh. xiv. 4- It is not hid from us 
in (louds and thick Darkneſs, or if 
it were, 'twere worth our pains to 
ſearch after ir. It is not at ſo great a 
diftance, but it may be ſeen, yea, it 
may be brought ſo near as to be felt. 
Though the wayis ſtreight, yer 'tis 
tain, or if it were otherwile, who 
would not vencure his pains upon 
the poſſibility of ſuch 'an iſſue *\ Ma» 
m Difficulties arein it, but our 1n- 
(Oragements and Aſfiſtances ate infi- 

wite. The bve of God, and-the gift 

of his ſon, the bloud of (briſt, and 

his interce/Son ;* the aids of the Spi- 

Mt, andthe direions of the Goipel: 

the Invitations and Promiſes, the rare * 
Precopts; and' incomparable Exam- * 
F408 M fs 
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les 'of thoſe holy. men that have 
* gone before us. Theſe are mighty 
” helps and great metives to affift us in 
ſeriving, and to quicken us to it. 

+ Letusthen ariſe in the ſtrength 
of Faith, and in the incouragement 
of thoſe aids, and attempt with cou- 
rage upon the Difficulties of our 
way. Let us ingage our deepeſt Re- 
ſolutions,and mo diligent endeavours. 
Here-is no need to deliberate, the 
things are neceſſary, the benefits #n- 
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ſptrokable, and the event will be g/0- 


rions. It is no Queſtion, I hope, 
whether God, or the Creature is to be 

 fuſtcboſen., whether Heaven or Hel 

* be better? andthereforc there is no 
-  caule that weſtiould ftey and confir | 
- der; we cannot. be mſh bere, we 
-; cannothrt our ſelves by a too [ug- 
{den ingarement, we have delayed tos 
Mrcady, and. eyery moment ” 
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ttilt, - dbre loſt to'our Duty, and 
' our Happineſs. Let us reſolve then, 
md-begin wich conrage, and proceed 
with difigence, 'tis our Endand Feli- 
tity for which we are to ſttive, and 
every thing is a&ive for its End: and 
Perſe&tion. 

All Creatures are diligent in ſerv- 
ng the Deſigns of Providence ; the 
Eltavens are in reſtleſs motion, and 
the Cloads are till carrying about 
their fruitful Waters ; the ſluggiſh 
Harth ic ſelf js always putting forth in 
yaricty of Trees,and Graſs; and Flow- 
ers ; the Rivers run towards the Sea, 
the Brooks move towards them, and 
the Seq within-ic ſelf, Thus all things 
eveft in inanimiate Nature may mind 
bs of ating;towards our end. And 
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i&we look alittle higher, the Beaſts || 
of the Field, the Fowls, and Cartel,» Af 
K 3 creeping things are diligent ins : | 'f 
-- M. 2  Friviog 
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ſtriving after the good and perfeRion 
of their Natures, and Solomon (ends 
the Sluggard to thoſe little In/e&; 
the Ant and Bee, to teach him aRi- 
vity and diligence, Prov. vi. 6. And 
ſhallche Beaſts at more reaſonably 
than the profeſſed Sons of Reaſon ? 
May it not ſhame #5, that we need 
inſtruftion from the Creatures that 
have no underſtanding * With what 
face can wecarty our heads ſo high, 
and look down with Contempt 
upon inferiour Animals, when they 
live more wiſely and more regularh, 
than we. 

The Sum is, All things are incel- 
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ment, and in effc& of none, viz: un- 
certain Riches, /enſual Pleaſures, and 


to thee is ſufficiently difficult and un- 
tafte, yet we are not diſcouraged . 


we attempt all thoſe Difficulties wich: 
an obſtinate Courage, though with- 
out promiſe of any equal aſliftance, 
or aſſurance of ſucceſs, We are of- 
ten defeated in our purſuirs, and yer 
wego on. We are overmaſter d by croſs 
events, and yet we try again We 
miſs our happineſs, when we have 
attain d our end, and yet we are as 
ative in courting diſappointment 
another time : either we attain not 
the things we ſeck, or find no tree 
ſatifaFion in them, or they dic infour 
- hands preſently, and yer' we ftrive. 
_ And doth not this «Fivity about $n-' 


wnila es.  ſhame- 
x _ Triftes, ly 
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"boi things Fl infinitely leſs mo- 


Þorldly Honours ; though che. way 


hs = i ” . : "> 4 
- > FAY AI Go OR OO SI ns, WA 6 4 
Ar Oats. VE +. $5.2 CER 0. If "RE. *% '* ed 4 SY % X . 
42. oe eee SR Cod on PR 
x c . > : - 
; ka + + Hb» 


7 ”Y "TG" : 
. , J Hz 15 l k C . k - 
= 3 of - 5 2 __ $ #4 v4 F 4 - 
he ee ate Ss) a 

capa ©: EY « OS, 

» Zo * g < . 
+3 Y Kod 4 
% + 4 i TY 7 

5 Ja 


- fully reprgye our Negligence in re- 

ferencero our great End, Happineſs, 

” and Perfeftian ; In iriving for which 
we have all the powers of Heavento 
aid us, and the Word gf God, and 
the Blogd of his Son, and the expe 
rience of all that ever try'd, to aſſure 
us that we ſhall ncither fail of the 
things we ſeek, nor of the pleaſure 
that we expe from chem. And 
why thendo we lazily ſit down, and 
with the Sluggard ſay, There # 4 
Lign in the 29y, while we delpil 
greater diſcouragements, when vain 

- Chingsareto be ſought? The Mers 

4 chant doth not give oft, becauſe 

+ = therc are Storms, and the numerous 

| Dangers ofthe Decp.to be met with 

- in his way to. the Indies; nor the 

* Andda mea urgganſhorptty | 
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when we are to ſtrive for ( rowns 


and eternal Glories ? 

*Tis true indeed our own natural 
ſtrength is ſmall, in proportion to 
the Difficulties we are to encounter ; 
but the Grace of God #s ſufficient for us, 
2 Cor. xil. 9, and we may do all 
things through Chriſt that ſtrength» 
ens us, Phil. iv. 13. Nature is weak, 
and imperfe, but we are not left 
in the condition of meer nature : For 


Þe are not under the Law, but under 


the influences of the holy Spirit, which 
will remove the mountains, and plain 


_ the way before us, if we take care 


to ingage thoſe aids by Faith and ſin» 


cere endeavour. | 


For this we may beſure of, That 


- God vill never be wanting to w, if we == | 
. arenot /o unto 0 


r ſelves. So that 
M &- the 


Grace, Rom, vi. 14. We arc under 
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RE jecaſe asto our netnl inability,and 
” the afiflance of Gods Spirit, tn to 
-  bethus. Amanin a Boat is carri- 
ed from the Harbour he deſigns, by 

the violence of the Current; he is 

Is not able only by plying of the 
Oar, to overcome the reſiſtance of 

the Tide; buta gentle Gale blows 
with him, which will nor of it (elf 
neither carry him up againſt the 
\Torrent:: Neither @f them will do it 
ſongly : Bur if he hoiſt the ſail, and 
 wulſethe Oar.too, this anited force pre- 
'vails; and he gets happily ro the 

- Harbour. Thismechinks reſembles 
- our Condition, we are carried down 
E | "the Torrent of evil Inclinations and 
y _  Hfje8ions, our own #naided force 1s 
* too little for that great force : but 
; - the Hoſ ly Spirit 1 is with us, Ic breaths 
1 x upon us, and is ready to aflifſt, it 
I we "ds to uſe it, od by the ſuper- 
= 18 ib "8 ET addition | | 
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* Progreſs, will render it more agree- 


_ «ble and .dehightfome. Thoſe ve 


>" GY J _—_ \ 
dt OY 1.37, ATC 
o . % ES + 


= 4 4 
Fd T4 : Ws & - "of 4 
Its oo th Fo CO es 
»” 1 * FEr5 4 bs 


fo ey on by 
at F ki » SY - - 
- bk -4:4 NY . 
© "1 © 3, w #* of 
4 


: 1144} 


bleſſed Aids, there is no evil in 
our natures but may be over- 
come, So that we have no reaſon 
ro be diſcouraged at the apprehenſi- 
on of our impotence, out of weakneſs 
be ſhall be made flroug, Heb. xi. 24. 
If we imploy our Talent, though ir 
be but a very ſmall one, we ſhall 
have more, Mat. xxv.29. And it we 
accept of thoſe divine helps, and uſe 
them, what was before, to 'meer 
natural conſideration, uneafie, will 
be pleaſant and ſweetly reliſhing. 

' Uneof the greateſt Difficulties in 
the way of Religion, is to begin : the _ 
firſt Reps are rougheſt to thole feet 
that have been unaccnſtomed to ir. 
The helps and manifold incourage- 
ments/we ſhall meet with 1n the" 
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C = willbe grateful ; and we know there 
mg any great ſenſe of pleaſure, 
but where there is ſome Difficulty 
and Pain. Eyenour Work it ſelf will 
be Wages. And 'tis not only the Ed 
of Vildon, that is pleaſantneſs, but 
the very Way, Prov. iii. 17. So that 
though weare call'd upon to ſtrive, 
and to run, and to fight, ( which 
words import Labour) yet we are 
not required co quit Our pleaſures, 
but to change the objefts of them to 
leavethe delights i, ſwine for thoſe of 
Angels; ſenſacl for ſpiritual Satis- 
faions. 
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will be inexcuſable and- fatal: or if © 
we ariſe, and goa little forward and 

then lay us down to take our eaſe 

ll | and reft, our ſtate in the judgment 

d | of onethatknew, will be vor/e,more 

It } deſperate, and excuſeleſs, 2 Pet.ii. 24. 

tf} A1 concludeall then, in the words 

, | of the bleſſed Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xy. 

1 Therefoxe my beloved Brethren , be ye 

* | fledfaft, unmoveable, always abound- 

, | ing in thework of the Lord, foraſmuch 

| a55e knob that your Labour ts not in 

| |. vainin the Lord : To him be Glory, 
| and Honour henceforth, and for 
ever. Amen. 
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